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WEST DEAN PARISH COUNCIL

Kim Carpenter		Phil Holland
Clerk to the Council	Deputy Clerk

Tel. Parish Office: 01594 564484 (9.00am – 4.00pm)
Email: clerk@westdeanpc.org.uk
Web site: www.westdeanpc.org.uk

Parish Office
West Dean Centre
High Street
Bream
Glos.
GL15 6JW


Present:	Cllrs S Francis, J Richmond  & B Freshwater

Clerk:		Kim Carpenter



	
	MINUTES

	ACTION

	1
	Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr A Grant & S Yeates

	

	2
	Declaration of Interest
No declarations of interest were received from Councillors about any item on the agenda.

	

	3
	Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 17th September 2024 were agreed as an accurate record of the meeting.

	

	4
	Scrutiny and Review of Council Policies & Procedures
The meeting reviewed the following documents:
· General and Earmarked Reserves Policy was proposed by SF, seconded by JR and agreed by resolution of the meeting for presentation to Council for approval.
· Anit-Fraud and Corruption Policy was proposed by SF, seconded by BF and agreed by resolution of the meeting for presentation to Council for approval.
· Investment Policy was proposed by SF, seconded by JR and agreed by resolution of the meeting for presentation to Council for approval.

These documents will be presented to Full Council on Wednesday 29th January for approval.

	










	5
	Government Consultation: Strengthening The Standard and Conduct Framework for Local Authorities England.
This consultation was briefly discussed, and the attendees were supportive of any change to the code of conduct that would support the improvement of standards across local government.  The Clerk was asked to complete the consultation response on this basis, which was completed 21/1/25 – response stored in files.

	

	6
	Email Acceptable Use Policy – Appendix
There was some discuss about the use of Microsoft 10 and this not being supported beyond October 2025 by Microsoft and how this could impact on system updates, there is a simple change to the registry that can help solve this in the short term.

The meeting then discussed the essential software and steps that Councillors needed to undertake to ensure their systems were protected and secure, such as anti-virus software, password protection etc.  these will be developed into an appendix to the policy with advice about setting up email signatures to be included.

	

	7
	Transparency
It was discussed and the attendees at the meeting felt that a transparency page was not required on the website as the information we are required to publish under The Local Government Transparency Code 2015 is available and easy to find on the parish website.

	

	8
	Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 18th March 2025 at 11am in the West Dean Centre.

The meeting closed at 12:15
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