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Date of Meeting: 20th August 2024
Held At: 17:00 in the West Dean Centre				

Present: Cllrs S Dunford, B Evans, S Yeates & B Freshwater

Clerk:	K Carpenter

A member of the public attended and expressed his concerns with regard to the proposed dwelling at Blue Rock Crescent and gave detailed information on land ownership and local topography. 

1 	Apologies.  

	Cllr S Lewis

2 	Declarations of Interest.  

	None received.

3	Minutes of last meetings held on 6th August 2024

The minutes were approved as an accurate record of the meeting and signed by Cllr Evans, as Chair of that meeting.

4a) 	Bream Ward
Please note that for Bream planning applications the Parish Council policy is that for new developments consisting of two or more dwellings, a cattle (sheep) grid must be provided.

[bookmark: _Hlk175234130]P0390/24/FUL – Blue Rock Cottage, Blue Rock Crescent, Bream – 29/8/24
Proposed dwelling and associated works.

West Dean Parish Council objects to this application and have grave concerns about the inaccuracy of the drawings as they appear not to show the current elevation from the curtilage of the land in question nor properly reflect actual usable land available.  The drawings do not properly show the topography of the ground and does not  clearly demonstrate the effectiveness for the splay of the driveway. It is on this information which officers are being expected to base their decision and determine the application and we ask that a site visit is untaken by officers to be sure that what is provided is a true reflection of the narrowness and safety of the site.   We have concerns about the visibility from the driveway to exit on to the Forestry track due to its proximity to the neighbouring property.  We also note the comments made to the Planning Officer by Highways and those of the Tree Officer.

WDPC also have concerns about the loss of amenity due to overlooking and loss of privacy for the adjacent property and would ask the officer to check the access to light for Bella Vista.  We also note that the parking and driveway arrangements as shown doesn’t allow for vehicles to turn to facilitate a safe exit. Thus vehicles are likely to be reversing from the property into a narrow track which is frequently used by parents and children as access to the local primary school.

WDPC note and support the objections and comments made by other statutory consultees, such as the no right of access from Forestry England for use of the track.  The Coal Mining Authorities concerns about coal gas and the potential effects this may have on the neighbouring property during intrusive investigation works.

The site is also close to an Important Open Area, as identified in the Local Plan, and this development will lead to increased urbanisation of the area.  

We also want noted that the hedgerow on the south side of site along side the Forestry track is part of a large encroachment field of pre-1787 and it thus legally protected by the Hedgerows Regulations 1997, Schedule II, Part 1 Archaeology and History, Clause 5(a) A hedgerow that pre-dates the Inclosure Acts (1773, 1845-1882) which now forms part of the Environment Act 1995.  We want to see this hedgerow protected and retained.

Therefore, West Dean Parish Council wish to reiterate its objections to this development both those made in this submission and our previous submission of the 7th May 2024.

4d)	Pillowell Ward

F/24/--386/PRMA – Corner House, Yorkley Wood Road, Yorkley  -no date at present for consultation closure
New premises licence

[bookmark: _Hlk175221864]West Dean Parish Council objects to this licence application on the basis that there are two other business (shops)  in Yorkley selling alcohol and this would be unfair competition.  They also questioned the available space to sell the volume of alcohol proposed.

5.	Chairs Items – 

a. The flooding issue at The Gamekeeper, Five Acres is ongoing and being discussed with Highways representatives as the new attenuation pond seems to be affecting the one in the car park of the pub and exacerbating the flooding issues. 

	At 17:51 Cllr Yeates left the meeting.

b. The enforcement action at Turley’s Land, Yorkley was briefly spoken about as new gates had been installed and the area seems to be being used as a builder’s yard. 

c. Lion Row, Parkend, which is on the 3rd September agenda for discussion, was briefly mentioned but additional information about the size of gate etc has been provided to aid the discussions of this application at the next meeting.

	Gated Community - a group of houses, surrounded by fences or walls, that can only be entered by the people who live there.  GATED COMMUNITY | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary

	
7.	Next meeting: 5.00 pm, Tuesday  3rd September 2024 at the West Dean Centre, Bream.  

Meeting ended 18.03
2
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