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WEST DEAN PARISH COUNCIL

Kim Carpenter 		Phil Holland	
Clerk to the Council	Deputy Clerk

Tel. Parish Office: 01594 564484 (9.00am – 1.00pm)
Email: clerk@westdeanpc.org.uk
Web site: www.westdeanpc.org.uk

Parish Office
West Dean Centre
High Street
Bream
Glos.
GL15 6JW





Meeting Date: 	Wednesday 26th June 2024

Location: 		Forest of Dean Brass, Onward Hall, Stag Hill, Yorkley

Present:	Cllrs A Grant, A Bruce (Chair), B Evans, S Lewis, J Richmond, B Freshwater, S Dunford, S Francis, A Betenson & S Yeates

Clerks: 		K Carpenter & P Holland	

Also present:		A member of the public

(These minutes are still in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council)


	AGENDA No
	ITEM/NOTES
	ACTION

	
	Public Forum

The member of public was happy to observe the meeting and didn’t have anything to raise with council.

	

	24061
	COUNCIL FORMAL BUSINESS

	

	24061.1
	Apologies

The following apologies for absence and reasons were received:
· Cllr J Roberts – dispensation
· Cllr A Morre – other commitments
· Cllr D wheeler – other commitments
· Cllr M Costley – family commitments

	

	24061.2
	Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest at this time.

	

	24061.3
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The previous meeting minutes were reviewed by Council for accuracy, and these were proposed by Cllr Frant as an accurate record of the meeting being seconded by Cllr Yeates and agreed by resolution of Council.

	

	24061.4
	Review of Terms of Reference for Committees

SD advised that the planning committee terms of reference had been reviewed at a planning meeting with no changes and the continuation of the delegated authority to respond to applications.  This was seconded by Be and approved by resolution of Council.

The West Dean Centre terms of reference were not able to be approved as they had not been discussed and proposed by the Centre Committee at this time.  These will be approved at the WDC AGM on 3rd July and be presented to Council at the July meeting.

	

	24061.5
	Appointment of Committee Chars & Vice-Chairs

The following Councillors were appointed as Chair & Vice-Chairs:

Governance & Scrutiny -  
Chair Cllr S Francis proposed by BE, seconded by JR and approved by resolution of Council.
Vice Chair Cllr A grant proposed by BE, seconded by SF and approved by resolution of Council.

Planning –
Chair Cllr S Dunford proposed by BE, seconded by SF and approved by resolution of Council.
Vice Chair Cllr B evans proposed by SD, seconded by SL and approved by resolution of Council.

Climate – 
Chair Cllr A Bruce proposed by SF, seconded by ABet and approved by resolution of Council.
Vice Chair Cllr S Yeates proposed by SD, seconded by AB and approved by resolution of Council.

Finance – 
Chair Cllr A Grant proposed by SD, seconded by BE and approved by resolution of Council.
Vice Chair Cllr S Francis proposed by AG, seconded by JR and approved by resolution of Council.

Staffing – 
Chair Cllr A Grant proposed by BE, seconded by SF and approved by resolution of Council.
Vice Chair Cllr B Evans proposed by JR, seconded by AG and approved by resolution of Council.

West Dean Centre – 
Chair Cllr M Costley proposed by SD, seconded by BE and approved by resolution of Council in his absence but he had stated his agreement to continue as Chair prior to the meeting.
Vice Chair Cllr B Evans proposed by JR, seconded by SL and approved by resolution of Council.

Multi Use Track Representatives- 
Cllr Freshwater proposed that the existing members of the working group be re-elected, this was seconded by SD and approved by resolution of Council.

Cllr Evans asked that these meetings be as open as possible and was advised by members of the working group that all notes were available on the parish website unless they are commercially confidential and held in closed session.

Cllr Evans thanked everyone for their work in progressing this project.

	

	24062
	Items for Consideration and Resolution

	

	24062.1



24062.1i





24062.1ii




24062.1iii


	Finance and Staffing
The budget monitoring information for WDPC and WDC was received and noted by Council.

The June 2024 expenditure payment schedule, Direct Debits, Standing Orders, and credit card transactions totalling WDPC = £11,406.70  excluding VAT, the transfer of £25k from the instant access savings into the current account and the WDC = £2,103.96 excluding VAT were moved en-bloc by Be, seconded by SY and approved by resolution of Council for payment.

Cllrs Yeates & Richmond will authorise payments on the banking system for WDPC and Cllrs Grant & Richmond will authorise payments for WDC.  Cllrs Dunford & Cooper will be undertaking the financial inspection of June transactions.

Cllr Lewis gave a report on the financial inspection for May 2024 and stated that it was a good inspection with everything as expected.
	












	24062.2
	Dean Forest Radio

The Deputy Clerk apprised the meeting of the situation that had occurred following a change in telephone and broadband provider and the request received from Dean Forest Radio for admin access to the new system.  The concerns this raised with GDPR compliance and data integrity were discussed.

BF added that Council had agreed to the installation of the equipment for transmission of the radio signal at the centre but not access to the IT equipment.  BE moved that the advice of the Deputy Clerk be accepted, this was seconded by BF and approved by resolution of Council.

AB asked if there were any cost implications to the Radio station and wondered if they could apply for grant fundings but was advised that the WDPC grant policy excludes running costs and were capital grants.

Dean Forest Radio would be advised of these concerns and the Council decision by the Deputy Clerk.

	

	24062.3
	Planning Committee

SD gave a brief report on the meeting and the response from the Development Control Manager to the letter sent about the notification to neighbours and not being happy with the response received.  BE talked about the positive relationship with officers within the department but added that the scrutinization of the hard copies and through the portal were vital to the parish being able to represent the residents effectively.

BF add that this decision had been passed by cabinet and surely the cabinet should be responding not an officer.  He suggested that  Cllr J Dale be contacted as this was a wellbeing issue for residents who were not being made aware of applications.  SD also added that not all residents have internet access and could be precluded from being able to respond.  SL also noted that this could lead to ill feeling between neighbours due to lack of knowledge of applications and was a poor system.

It was agreed by Council that FoDDC Cllrs J Dale and S Phelps be contacted about this wellbeing issue.

The meeting returned to the issue of there being a presumption that residents would look or sign up to the portal for information on local planning applications but felt that this was unlikely to happen as most people don’t go looking for information.  There were also concerns about the complexity of finding the information especially with larger more complex applications with multiple documents.  

SD proposed that a further letter, with some examples of residents not notified should be written and sent to the Development Control Manager, this was seconded by BE and approved by resolution of Council.

The meeting then discussed the motion to reconstitute the planning working group to respond to the Local Plan Consultation and organise a meeting to discuss the Local Plan.  

SD proposed this motion be accepted, as the previous group had done a great job in responding to the previous Local Plan, this was seconded by BF and approved by resolution of Council.  

The Clerk will arrange forward some suitable dates for this meeting.

Cllr Grant wanted to discuss the recently received email notification about the planned improvement to the way towns and parishes are advised of planning applications.  FoDDC are moving into a digital age and reducing their carbon footprint by giving notice that they will be stopping the printing and sending of planning applications to towns and parishes.  if required paper copies can be requested but will incur a charge, which is currently unknown.  He added that for bigger applications these paper plans were often essential, and we need to ask it should be at no charge.
AB suggested that any comments about this be sent to the district officer.  SL questioned if they did not have a legal duty to provide these plans to enable the parishes to make informed decisions, with bigger application being an issue when trying to view on a small screen

The Clerk added that they had reviewed potential printer options to allow the office to print A3 plans but the meeting felt that this cost should not be borne by the Council.  AB suggested that this could be discussed at the next planning committee meeting as an agenda item and a letter be sent to the Development Control Manager.

	








































Potential dates sent 27/6/24

	24062.4
	Highways & Footpaths

JR gave a brief resume of the meeting stating that it was a comprehensive and useful one with a number of residents in attendance to discuss speeding issues.  Of note was the speed survey at Clements End which showed the average speed was 32mph in a 40mph zone.

The motion to approve the purchase of white gates for Ellwood Village as a trial was proposed by JR, seconded by BE/BF but was then further discussed.  This centred around the effectiveness of the white gates in slowing traffic and the need to work closely with GCC Highways to ensure the correct gates are purchased and the community to monitor their impact.  JR confirmed that there was sufficient budget to undertake this purchase.

BF proposed the motion, but that the spend be capped at £2k for the purchase of the white gates, this was seconded by SD and approved by resolution of Council

JR also wanted it noted that GCC Highways had recently gifted an additional speed sign to the parish council for which he was most grateful and advised it will be deployed shortly.

	

	24062.5
	The Forest of Dean Gateway

This agenda item was moved to the end of the meeting and Council resolved to go into closed session under The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

(The member of public left the meeting at 20:25, prior to this item.)

	

	24062.6
	Websites and other links on Website

This item was briefly discussed, and BF advised the Council that most website have this facility and the Clerk should be able to add and modify the websites and contact details contained on these pages as necessary.  AB asked that businesses are not included but it could be used to advertise and look for snow and flood wardens for the parish.  

BE proposed we move forward with this discussion, and it was approved by resolution of Council that the Clerk would manage these pages of the website.

	

	24062.7
	Closed Cemeteries – Tree works

Council was asked to consider awarding delegated authority to the Clerk to engage a suitable contractor once further quotes had been submitted and evaluated.

BF proposed that this recommendation be accepted, this was seconded by JR and approved by resolution of Council.

	

	24062.8
	Composting Toilets

Cllr Dunford gave a brief overview of the motion to investigate the feasibility of providing composting toilet facilities in the villages of the parish and the reasons why he felt that this should be an action for Council to pursue.  He advised that this needs to be done in conjunction with the community as there were implications in respect of management of the facility and the costs installation, dependent upon the type of composting toilet purchased, which should be a joint project.

BF added an amendment to the motion with the following sentence:-
` hoping to start a trial in one area of the parish in collaboration with the community’

SD accepted this amendment and proposed the full motion, which was seconded by BF and approved by resolution of Council.

	

	24063
	Items for Information – Councillors to note.

	

	24063.1
	Chairs Items

The Chair wanted it noted that despite all the difficulties people experienced that Councillors are doing a fantastic job with so much work and thought going into solutions to concerns and issues.  You are a great bunch and do so much that I’m proud to be working with you.

Cllr Francis  reiterated that she was happy to still represent the Council on the Health Forum.

Cllr Freshwater raised the issue of sheep fouling in Yorkley and that areas are being cleansed by residents as the response from FoDDC can be slow and that a letter to be sent to District.

This prompted a discussion about the history of this issue and the proposal which had been presented to Council by FoDDC about clearances which had not been supported.  These issues need to be sent to the Street Warden Team who can authorise cleanses.

It was agreed that a letter be sent to FoDDC about sheep fouling and cleansing.

Cllr Richmond asked if the Chair of Council would like to present the WDPC High School Award on July 18th , which was agreed by the Chair with JR also being present.  There was some discussion about these awards being called the `Basil Whittington Awards’ which was agreed by resolution of Council with 3 abstentions.

 
	

	24063.2
	Public Round-up – 10 minutes

The member of public thanked Council for allowing them to attend and asked about any current vacancies for parish councillors.  

They were advised that presently there was no vacancy, but any vacancy would be advertised on the parish noticeboards or the website when available.
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Jul-24

Tues [2nd July 2024 5.00pm |Planning Committee \est Dean Centre
Tues [16th July 2024 11.00am | Governance & Scruting \est Dean Centre
Tues [16th July 2024 5.00pm |Planning Committee \est Dean Centre
Meds 3tst duly 2024 7.00pm  Full Council Ellwood Football Club,
Aug-24

Tues [6th August 2024 |5.00pm |Planning Committee est Dean Centre
Tues [20th August 2024 |2:30pm |Highways & Footpaths Committee | West Dean Centre
Tues [20th August 2024 |5.00pm |Planning Committee \est Dean Centre
Meds 28th August2024  7.00pm  Full Council Pillowell Village Hall
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