County Report to Parish Councils in Blakeney and Bream division, 
June 2024.
Please contact me if you would like to know more or have any queries. 
Beki.hoyland@gloucestershire.gov.uk or 07815660013

ROADS
Here is a link to the interactive map that gives up to date road works. Below is a list of Road closures I could find in May, there are plenty of other road works happening on lane using traffic management. 
https://one.network/public

Closed roads:
· Fancy Road Parkend. 
08:00 – 18:00 10th to 14th & 17th to 21st June 2024 weekdays only Road Closure for Geotechnical Monitoring Works.

A48 is being resurfaced between Aylburton and Alvington so the road will be closed over night. Between 13th and 21st June. 


Message from highways re grass cuttinghttps://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/g3sd31uc/gcc-2024-visibility-cut-program-map.pdf
At this time of year the grass verges are springing into life. We support No Mow May, to help Gloucestershire’s biodiversity thrive. Bees and other pollinators do an important job and our beautiful county is home to many wild flowers.  To ensure the safety of road users and maintain visibility, we cut some areas at junctions and bends during the spring. The dates of cutting vary each year depending on the weather, and this year we expect to carry out some of these small safety cuts during May. Parish and district councils may also choose to cut grass verges during May.  In the Forest of Dean the visibility cut is due 27th to 31st May.Later in the summer we will carry out a full cut; a one-metre swathe on all roads. 
Update on the Missing Link project, the A417: https://sway.cloud.microsoft/MbBUfUSiMAx03UWx?ref=Link
Free Adult education
Could you be a numeracy Champion? 
Could you, or any one you know, benefit from up skilling in numeracy? 

The Skills for Life Multiply programme is designed to help adults in the county unlock their potential by providing access to free courses on essential number skills needed in daily life. We support our students in tackling the barriers they have with numbers to reach their goals, whether that is new employment opportunities, readiness for further studies, mastering effective budgeting, or anything in between!
Find out more:
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/adult-education-in-gloucestershire/multiply/

School Governor needed
Blakeney, Pillowell and Walmore Hill Community Schools' Federation are looking for a new governor. Please get in touch with me or the school if you are interested. 


Underage Vaping. 
Trading standards carried out test purchase operations, supported by the police cadets, in the last week of May 2024. The volunteers went to 21 stores in total, in Gloucester, Cheltenham, Stroud, the Forest of Dean and the Cotswolds. They were sold a nicotine vape from four different shops and no one questioned their age or asked for identification. The retailers that did not sell to the underage volunteers had received advice in the past about sales to under-18s and the majority asked for ID from the volunteer. In total there were five sales of vapes to the volunteers, meaning that 76 per cent passed and 24 per cent failed. In 2022, 80 per cent passed and in 2023 there was a 100 per cent pass rate. Trading standards will write to the shops that failed within the next week advising them that a sale took place and reminding them of their legal responsibilities. A further survey will take place later in the year and if they fail again they could face prosecution.
To report underage sales of vaping products, you can email tradingstandards@gloucestershire.gov.uk, visit the website https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/trading-standards/or report anonymously via Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

New Mental Health Help line launched
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gloucestershire-county-council-news/news-june-2024/new-mental-wellbeing-helpline-launched/

The ‘Connect and Offload’ helpline will:
·      Offer support to adults (aged 18 plus) without the need for a referral, or an appointment.
·       Enable people to access help anonymously, between the hours of 2pm-9pm, seven days a week, 365 days per year, via
o   Phone on 0808 801 0606
o   Text 07537 410 022
o   Webchat via gloucestershirecando.org
o   Email cando@rethink.org
·       Provide emotional support, information on local services and a ‘listening ear’.
·       Promote coping strategies, safety planning and advice on self-care.
·       Give advice and support to carers, friends or family.
Signpost to sources of community-based support and other mental health services, or to organisations who can help with wider issues such as concerns over finance, debt, bereavement, or employment.






Good afternoon,
 
I am writing with regards to the next phase of the Severn Estuary Resilience Program (SERP) that is due to commence over the coming weeks. 
As you may be aware, over the last two years we have worked over a three-mile stretch of railway close to Purton, Etloe, Little Hagloe and Awre, as well as a one-mile stretch towards Wales to remove earth from the steep cutting and install mesh and bolts to hold loose material in place.
Preparation for the work is due to commence from Monday 3 June, with the main work taking place between Monday 22 July to Saturday 10 August, whilst the railway is temporarily closed. 
Impact on services
For the work to be carried out safely, the railway will be closed between Severn Tunnel Junction and Gloucester from Monday 22 July to Saturday 10 August, so buses will replace trains for all or part of your journey. Please note there will be some passenger services running at weekends, but please check before you travel at nationalrail.co.uk.  
Want to find out more?
We will be holding a drop-in event for anyone wishing to find out more about our plans, on Thursday 6 June 2024 between3pm and 7pm at the Awre Village Hall, Awre, Newnham GL14 1EL. Members of the project team and contractors will be on hand to answer any questions and no appointment is needed.
I hope you find this information useful and if you have any questions, please get in touch.
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	Project Communications Manager
Rheolwr Cyfathrebu Prosiect
 
Contact: 07354525042
james.mckenzie2@networkrail.co.uk
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24 hr Network Rail National Helpline 03457 11 41 41
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