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WEST DEAN PARISH COUNCIL

Kim Carpenter 		Phil Holland	
Clerk to the Council	Deputy Clerk

Tel. Parish Office: 01594 564484 (9.00am – 1.00pm)
Email: clerk@westdeanpc.org.uk
Web site: www.westdeanpc.org.uk

Parish Office
West Dean Centre
High Street
Bream
Glos.
GL15 6JW





Meeting Date: 	Wednesday 29th May 2024

Location: 		Witherby Room, The West Dean Centre

Present:	Cllrs A Grant, A Bruce, B Evans, M Costley, S Lewis, J Richmond, B Freshwater, D Wheeler, & S Yeates

Clerks: 		K Carpenter & P Holland	

Also present:		FoDDC Cllr J Dale and a member of the public

(These minutes are still in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council)


	AGENDA No
	ITEM/NOTES
	ACTION

	
	Public Forum

The FoDDC and GCC member updates were briefly discussed.  Cllr Wheeler mentioned that the FoDDC Local Plan would be presented to FoD Council on 29th May, and he encouraged WDPC to make comments and advised that careful consideration was needed considering the large number of villages within the parish.

Cllr Grant spoke about the recent change in planning law to allow agricultural buildings to be converted to homes, up to 10, without the need for planning approval.

Cllr Costley spoke about the meeting and representation made to FoDDC about the parking charge from WDPC and also expressed his disappointment with the Five Acres project and it being scaled back from the original plans due to raising construction costs.

Cllr Evans spoke about the planning system and the presumption to approve that is contained within planning law as part of National Policy.  Cllr Yeates also spoke briefly about heritage and how this may also give a reason for refusal.

Cllr Freshwater asked about the Local Plan and the proposed development at Lydney and if this would be expanding north towards Yorkley.  The response was that its likely to be in the area of the bypass, Cllr Bruce added that this should be made clear in the information sent with the Local Plan when it was out for consultation.

Public forum closed at 19:16.

	

	24051
	COUNCIL FORMAL BUSINESS

	

	24051.1

24051.1i


24051.1ii
	Election of Council Chair 2024/25

Councillor Bruce was re-elected unopposed as Chair of Council, proposed by BE and 2nd by DW with a vote of 6:1 with 1 abstention.

The acceptance of office of Chair of Council was completed and signed by Cllr Bruce and the Clerk.

	

	24051.2

24051.2i


24051.2ii

	Election of Council Vice-Chair 2024/25

Councillor Grant was re-elected unopposed as Vice-Chair of Council, proposed by Bf and 2nd by JRic with a vote 8:0 with 1 abstention.

The acceptance of office of Vice-Chair of Council was completed and signed by Cllr Grant and the Clerk.

	

	24051.3
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 24th April were reviewed by the meeting and the amendments proposed by Cllr Dunford were accepted by the meeting and were duly added to the minutes.  

These were then accepted by Council as an accurate record of the meeting and were approved with a vote of 8:0 with 1 abstention.

	

	24051.4
	Review of Delegation Arrangements

There was a brief amendment made to the wording of the scheme of delegation to state that any committee which had delegated powers could spend up to £500.

These were the approved by Council with a vote of 9:0.

	

	24051.5

24051.5i













24051.5ii








24051.5iii
	Review of Terms of Reference for Committees

To review and approve any amendments made to the Terms of Reference of the following Committees of Council:
· Governance & Scrutiny Committee 
· Finance Committee
· Highways & Footpaths Committee
· Climate & Biodiversity Committee 
· Yorkley Court Solar Farm Community Fund 

The terms of reference detailed above were proposed en-bloc by BE and 2nd by MS and were approved en-bloc by Council with a vote of 9:0.

The setting up of a Staffing Committee to oversee the organisation, employment, management and terms & conditions of all staff employed by Council.  Was discussed and about the aspects of confidentiality required when dealing with staffing and HR were mentioned to explain why this committee was being created.  

The Council approved the setting up of the Staffing Committee with a vote of 9:0.

The Council nominated the following councillors as dedicated representatives on the Staffing Committee, Cllrs A Grant, B Evans, D Wheeler and  J Richmond nominated S Francis, who would be consulted for confirmation of acceptance on her return from holiday.

The Council approved these appointments with a vote of 9:0.  Terms of Reference have been drafted for this Committee and will be reviewed and approved at the Committee’s first meeting.

	

	24051.6

24051.6i














24051.6ii




24051.6iii



24051.6iv


	Appointment of Committee Chairs & Vice-Chairs 

The following committee Chairs and Vice-Chairs were elected by Council:-
· Highways & Footpaths – Chair Cllr J Richmond & Vice-Chair Cllr S Yeates, approved by a vote of 7:0 with 2 abstentions.
· West Dean Centre Management – Chair Cllr M Costley & Vice-Chair Cllr B Evans, approved by a vote of 7:0 with 2 abstentions.

All other Committee’s were held over until the June 2024 meeting as the Chair and Vice-Chair of the committees were not in attendance and able to accept a nomination.

It was difficult to fix the time and date of meeting as not all Chairs were present to assert their intentions.  All councillors were asked to consider their attendance at meetings and the timing of those meeting and discuss this with the relevant Committees.

The previous DFG Steering Group was formally disbanded by Council with a vote of 9:0.  They were thanked for their time, input and tenacity to move the multi-use track project forward during their term.

Cllr Freshwater proposed that he be the reserve Councillor for the Yorkley Court Solar Farm Community Fund Committee, which was 2nd by Cllr grant and approved by Council with a vote of 9:0.

	

	24051.7
	Review and adoption of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations

The review of the Councils Financial Regulations (2024 edition) and Standing Orders had been completed by the Governance & Scrutiny Committee at their meeting on 21st May 2024.  The New Financial Regulations had been reviewed in depth by the Vice-Chair and the committee members with the new financial limits being scrutinised and due diligence being completed through the review of the documents.

Bf proposed that these be approved en-bloc by Council, this was 2nd by AG and approved by a vote of 9:0.  

The work of the Clerk was also noted in preparing the documents for review and the Clerk was thanked.

	

	24051.8
	Review of Representation on Other Bodies

The Council’s representation on other bodies  is as follows:

Bells Foundation – Cllr M Costley but an additional person is required.  Cllr Richmond volunteered to take on this role, this was 2nd by BF and approved with a vote of 9:0 by Council.

Road Safety Liaison Group – Cllr Richmond and the Clerk represent WDPC at these meetings.

Bream Health Forum – Cllr Francis currently represents WDPC and will be asked if she wishes to continue which will be confirmed at the June meeting.

Police and Crime Commissioners Advocacy – Cllr Grant currently represents WDPC.

	

	24051.9
	To reaffirm the resolution from 2023 to enact the General Powers of Competence

It was proposed by JRic and 2nd by AG that WDPC  reaffirm its resolution from 2023 to enact the General Powers of Competence, as prescribed in the Localism Act 2011, S1-8.  The Council reaffirms it still meets the eligibility criteria enshrined in this Act, this being  the following criteria: have two thirds or more of Council being elected and a CiLCA qualified Clerk.

This was approved by Council with a vote of 9:0.

	

	24051.10
	Review and adopt the following policies and procedures.

The following policies and procedures had been reviewed by the Governance and Scrutiny Committee at its meeting on 21st May.  Bf proposed that these be approved en-bloc as the due diligence had been completed by the committee, this was 2dn by JRic and approved by Council with a vote of 9:0.

· Code of Conduct
· Complaints Procedure
· Data Protection Policy
· Community Engagement & Communication Policy
· Disciplinary Policy
· Equality & Diversity Policy
· Health & Safety Policy
· Whistleblowing Policy
· Grievance Policy & Procedure 
· Safeguarding Policy
· Procurement Policy
· WDPC Risk Management Schedule

	

	24051.8
	Review expenditure incurred under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 192 or GPOC

The S137 spend which is allocated to the Community Grant Award payments was reviewed by Council and accepted with a vote of 9:0.

	

	24051.9
	Determine the time and place of ordinary meetings of the Council.

To agreed that ordinary meetings of Council will be held on the last Wednesday of each month, except December, for the next 13 months.

BE moved that the status quo of Council meetings schedule and times be accepted which includes the summer programme of moving meetings to other locations within the parish, this was 2nd by JRic and approved by Council with a vote of 9:0.

The summer programme for 2024 will be attached to the minutes.

	

	24051.10
	Apologies

The following apologies for absence and reasons were received:
· Cllr S Dunford – holiday
· Cllr S Francis – holiday
· Cllr A Betenson – holiday
· Cllr E Cooper – medical 
· Cllr J Roberts – dispensation
· Cllr A Morre – other meetings

	

	24051.11
	Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest at this time.

It was confirmed that Cllrs Richmond and Yeates had dispensations to speak but not vote on the Berry Hill Memorial Institute (The Hut).

	

	24052
	Items for Consideration and Resolution

	

	24052.1



24052.1i




24052.1ii


24052.1iii




24052.1iv




24052.1v


24052.1vi



24052.1vii



24052.1viii

	Finance and Staffing
The budget monitoring information for WDPC and WDC was received and noted by Council.

The May 2024 expenditure payment schedule, Direct Debits, Standing Orders, and credit card transactions totalling WDPC = £23,647.23  excluding VAT (this includes the return of the VAT paid twice in error by HMRC) and  WDC = £2,065.07 excluding VAT were accepted and approved for payment.

The standing order and direct debit payments for WDPC and WDC were accepted by Council for 2024/25.

Cllrs Bruce & Richmond will authorise payments on the banking system.  Cllrs Wheeler & Lewis will be undertaking the financial inspection of April transactions.

BF gave a report on the financial inspection and the minor anomalies that had been found, the Deputy Clerk has written a report about these as an explanation.  If these are still found in the next inspection then action will need to be taken.

The Internal Audit report from GAPTC and the recommendations for improvement were noted and approved by Council with a vote of 9:0.

The AGAR Annual Governance Statement – minute reference 24052.1vi was approved by Council with a vote of 9:0 and signed by the Chair and the Clerk at the meeting.

The AGAR Section 2 – Accounting Statement for 2023/24 – minute reference 24052.1vii was approved by Council with a vote of 9:0 and signed by  the Chair at the meeting.

The dates for the period for the Exercise of Public Rights, this is commencing on Monday 3rd June 2024 and ending on Friday 12th July 2024 was noted and approved by Council.

	





















Sent 30/5/24 to PK Littlejohn and to webmaster for publication on WDPC website.

	24052.2
	Five Acres approval of Lease agreement documents – from April meeting.

Cllr Richmond gave a brief overview of the work undertaken with a land agent to review and amend the lease agreement heads of terms.  Explaining that the working group were trying to be forward thinking and protect the asset for parishioners and PC in the future.

BE proposed that these documents be sent to FoDDC officers W Jackson and J McWilliams for consideration, this was 2nd by Bf and approved by Council with a vote of 9:0.

There was some discussion about the correct communication path for external and/or third parties to discuss this project for a formal and official response to their queries, these queries should be directed to the Clerk of Council.

	





Sent 30/5/24


	24052.3

24052.3i




24052.3ii
	Governance & Scrutiny Committee

Cllr Grant gave a brief overview of the meeting and thanked Cllr Freshwater and Evans for their attendance.  The minutes were proposed by AG, 2nd by BE and Council approved the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 21st May 202

The following documents were presented to Council for approval;
· Code of Conduct
· Procurement Policy
· 
These were agreed with a 9:0 vote as being approved.


	

	24052.4
	The Forest of Dean Gateway

There was a discussion about the addendum to the original report, which has been approved by both Lydney Town Council and WDPC.  Following discussions with third parties and landowners there have been some necessary changes to the plans, which is what is being presented in the addendum for approval.

The meeting was informed that after an initial offer to assist in amendments to the planning application, Greenways reversed their stance and there is now a possibility that they may not be involved in this project.  This may alter the timeline for the resubmission of the application but not excessively.  JRic spoke about the new financial regulations and update procurement arrangements which meant that we could now draw a line under any previous poorly drawn up arrangements as more stringent requirements were required.

The working group has not met to discuss this change in stance from Greenways and Council will be apprised of the outcome of their discussions as soon as possible.

The addendum was proposed by BF and 2nd by MC with Council voting 7:0 with 2 abstentions to approve the amendments to the report.

	

	24052.5
	Memorial Bench Request

The request for a memorial bench for Mr David Rudge was briefly discussed and BE moved that this be accepted with AG 2nd the proposal and Council voting 9:0 in favour of allowing the bench to be sited at the West Dean Centre and the maintenance person fixing it in location.

	

	24052.6
	Planning Notifications

Cllr Wheeler wanted it noted that he would not take any part in this items discussion and would not be voting.

Cllr Lewis explained some of the background to this motion from Cllr Dunford and himself.  He explained how this policy was disenfranchising residents from the planning process.

SL proposed the motion, as detailed below, 2nd by BE with Council voting 8:0 in favour of the motion with 1 abstention.

“That WDPC write to the leader of FoDDC and its chief planning officer to express grave dissatisfaction with this new system and request that the democratic rights of residents are respected and that the previous system of written notification to neighbours in all planning applications be reinstated at the earliest possible juncture.”

	






	24052.7
	Scarr Bandstand – Lease

Cllr Grant declared an interest in this item as the proposed solicitor for the Friends of Scarr Bandstand is his son-in-law.

The Council debated the potential costs and the need for the lease to be clear about where any financial burden would lie for  repairs etc.  They felt that a cap of £2,000 was appropriate for the likely costs and this was agreed by Council with a 7:0 vote and 2 abstentions.

Cllr Wheeler left the meeting a 21.04.

	

	24052.8
	High School Award Scheme

One nomination had been received from Five Acres High School for a year 10 student.  Council approved this award and AG also asked if a certificate of achievement could be presented from WDPC – Clerk to arrange.

This award was approved by Council with a vote of 8:0.

	

	24053
	Items for Information – Councillors to note.

	

	24053.1
	Planning Committee

Council noted the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on Tuesday 7th & 21st May 2024.  BE advised that there had been some testing applications recently which had been closely examined and the ecology statements were being questioned.

Enforcement action is under way on Turley’s land at Yorkley, the clerk asked that any additional photos are time and date stamped to aid reporting.  BF advised of some infrastructure works at the site which would need to be logged and photographed.

	

	24053.2
	Yorkley Court Solar Farm Community Fund

The Council noted the formal response from FoDDC.

	

	24053.3
	Chairs Items

The issue of the substrate being left on the rugby pitch surface at Five Acres had been mentioned to Cllr Yeates, and there is a need to contact FoDDC to establish when and how they intend to rectify the pitch surface.

Clerk to contact W Jackson at FoDDC on this matter.

Clerk to contact BHRC about a formal approach  to Council if they intend to make about undertaking any works to rectify the surface themselves.

Deputy Clerk – to action repairs.



	

	24053.5
	Clerks Report

The repair of the hopscotch at the WDC playpark and the associated costs were proposed as being accepted by BF, 2nd by BE and approved by Council with a vote of 8:0.

Brief report about the floor repair was shared and Council were happy with progress and standard of repair achieved.

Clerk to advise residents who intend to use the Oldcroft phone box that no electrical items should be installed due to the lack of earth on the system.

GAPTC Training Opportunity 

Council was happy to consider the face-to-face training being offered by GAPTC and would work with neighbouring parishes and towns to ensure full attendance at any sessions booked.  

BE asked if the Chairmanship Course would be an option as this was in his experience and invaluable training course.

	

	24053.6
	Public Round-up – 10 minutes

The member of public thanked Council for allowing them to attend and asked about any current vacancies for parish councillors.  

They were advised that presently there was no vacancy, but any vacancy would be advertised on the parish noticeboards or the website when available.
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