County Report to Parish Councils in Blakeney and Bream division, 
May 2024.
Please contact me if you would like to know more or have any queries. 
Beki.hoyland@gloucestershire.gov.uk or 07815660013

ROADS
Here is a link to the interactive map that gives up to date road works. Below is a list of Road closures I could find in May, there are plenty of other road works happening on lane using traffic management. 
https://one.network/public

Closed roads in May:

· A48 From Blakeney High Street To Junction With Lensbrook
20 May - 29 May

· A48 From Junction With Lensbrook To Lydney Bypass
20 May - 29 May

· Awre Road – National Grid
13 May 08:00 - 17 May 16:00

· Ruspidge Road - Gigaclear
20 May - 24 May

· Driffield Road. - Drains
13 May - 15 May

Message from highways re grass cutting
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/g3sd31uc/gcc-2024-visibility-cut-program-map.pdf
At this time of year the grass verges are springing into life. We support No Mow May, to help Gloucestershire’s biodiversity thrive. Bees and other pollinators do an important job and our beautiful county is home to many wild flowers.  
To ensure the safety of road users and maintain visibility, we cut some areas at junctions and bends during the spring. The dates of cutting vary each year depending on the weather, and this year we expect to carry out some of these small safety cuts during May. Parish and district councils may also choose to cut grass verges during May.  In the Forest of Dean the visibility cut is due 27th to 31st May.
Later in the summer we will carry out a full cut; a one-metre swathe on all roads. 

Update on the Missing Link project, the A417: https://sway.cloud.microsoft/MbBUfUSiMAx03UWx?ref=Link
My Questions to full council this month:
1. Please can you tell me what the checks and balances are in the system for ensuring that the council does not fund fixing potholes that fail within a year of being filled?
2. How much do claims for damage to vehicles and property caused by faulty roads and drains cost the council?
3. The A40 between Huntley and Longhope has some geological issues that mean it has been closed to traffic recently. Bearing in mind increased extreme weather events that we have to expect is the A40 likely to be closed more frequently and what are the solutions?
If you have questions you want me to ask officers or cabinet members do let me know. 
Free Adult education
Could you be a numeracy Champion? 
Could you, or any one you know, benefit from up skilling in numeracy? 

The Skills for Life Multiply programme is designed to help adults in the county unlock their potential by providing access to free courses on essential number skills needed in daily life. We support our students in tackling the barriers they have with numbers to reach their goals, whether that is new employment opportunities, readiness for further studies, mastering effective budgeting, or anything in between!
Find out more:
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/adult-education-in-gloucestershire/multiply/


The ‘Spring into social care’ event takes place on Thursday 16 May 2024, from 10am to 2pm, at the Social Work Academy, Quayside House, Quay Street, Gloucester, GL1 2TZ.
The event is aimed at:
•    People looking to start their career who want to learn about routes into social work
•    Social work students who wish to find out more about Gloucestershire’s ‘Assessed and Supported Year in Employment (ASYE)
•    Qualified social workers who would like to know more about working and practising in Gloucestershire
•    Social workers who are thinking about a return to social work after a break


Gloucestershire Homes for Ukraine Scheme update
3rd May 2024
This month’s briefing contains an overview of the current numbers and trends for the Homes for Ukraine (HFU) Scheme in Gloucestershire. 
Ukrainian arrivals and current numbers
In total, 1,686 Ukrainians have now arrived in Gloucestershire on the HFU scheme since March 2022. Two years on, the majority still remain living in county. As of 29th April 2024, there are 600 guests currently living with hosts on the HFU scheme in Gloucestershire. A further 577 guests have now moved to independent accommodation, whether that be secured via the private sector or through social housing, meaning there are 1,177 Ukrainians living in county on HFU visas in total. 
There is a lot more detail if you would like me to forward it to you let me know. 
