DISTRICT COUNCILLOR Tim Gwilliam & Jamie Elsmore
Annual report –Berry Hill Ward May 2023 – April 2024
The Green administration is currently made up of 7 Cabinet members.
Cllr Mark Topping, elected as leader in May 2023 resigned in April 2023 and Cllr Adrian Birch has now been elected leader. In December Deputy Leader Cllr Frazer resigned from the cabinet.
We did not support the administration's budget which was passed in March. We were among a number of groups who offered amendments that we felt were more beneficial to the future economy of the District .
Together with colleagues in the Progressive Independent Group we challenged the increased car parking fees and put forward budget amendments that included two free hours parking, however the proposal was unsupported by almost all political groups, however we are pleased that our publicity helped to gather momentum and as a direct result the public lobbying caused the administration back track on the extortionate fees they had initially proposed.
At the October full council meeting members debated and approved the local plan strategy. This is the same strategy delivered by the previous administration although the central government reduced the number of homes by nine hundred that FoDDC needs to deliver.
The Local Plan is still being worked through; however, the current administration has been calling daytime meetings that I have been unable to attend, this does not mean we will not challenge the Local Plan where necessary when it is debated at full council later this year. When sent out for consultation we would encourage all councillors to engage and make representation.
We have held two public surgery meetings.
One held in Berry Hill brought up a number of issues that we have taken forward, these include anti-social behaviour complaints within Housing provider accommodation , traffic issues and concerns about street lightning potentially being switched off as part of a dark skies project.
A second, held recently at Broadwell dealt with the number of accidents that occur at Broadwell crossroads.
We have also been contacted about traffic problems on Symonds Yat Road and have asked for County Council engagement on the issue.
We plan to hold another session in Bicknor in the summer.
It has been hugely disappointing to learn in the last few weeks that the proposed leisure facility at Five Acres cannot be delivered as was planned,
This Levelling Up funded project was as of May 2023 , fully funded with an agreed start date of September 2023. The previous administration had taken into account the huge rises in inflation and building costs that had been triggered by a number of events including the Liz Truss budget and the subsequent fall out/ It had done this by adding a £5m borrowing option to the £9,2m original quote.
We are now informed that costs have gone beyond even that and that there may be some scaling down on what was planned to be an exemplar state of the art development.
We have requested the Scrutiny Committee launch an immediate enquiry into the project's failings and what has been the reason for the further increases. We have also made representation to the MP who sist on the Levelling Up board.
Work commitments have made it difficult for district councillors to attend WDPC meetings in the last year, however a recent change in the role of Cllr Elsmore hopefully will allow him to attend more often in future.
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