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Re: 
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)
Number: EGM20240422

Meeting Date:  22nd April 2024	
Location:  Parkend Club, Parkend			

240422.1 – Motion to exclude the public and press

To resolve to hold this meeting in closed session (in-camera) under the provisions of The Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 as the following business to be discussed is considered to be of a confidential nature.

This was agreed by resolution of Council.

Cllr Dunford welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked Parkend Club for the use of the facility with Cllr Grant being mentioned as facilitating the booking of the rooms. 

Cllr Dunford thanked everyone for their patience in allowing the Working Group, which constitutes councillors from Lydney and West Dean, to undertake the task of reviewing the multi-use track route and trying to overcome the issues that had caused it to become stalled in the planning process.  Through collaboration with various national organisation the working group has hopefully overcome many of the issues and concerns that were raised by residents and have successfully found a solution to the issue of the Ancient Woodland.

The report written by the Working Group was distributed to the meeting,

He then outlined the programme for the evening which would be a presentation from the Working Group with a Q&A session, then the individual Councils would breakout into their formal meetings for discussion and decision on the recommendations within the report and then a final summing up and reporting of decisions after the Councils reconvened.

Cllr Dunford commended the work done by all members of the Working Group and that of the previous DFG steering group supported by Greenways & Cycleroutes.

The working Group then presented to the meeting the works which have been undertaken and the amendments made to the route with detailed explanations of how this was achieved.

A copy of the presentation and the final report are appendices to these minutes.

West Dean Parish Council 
Formal meeting opened a 20:20

Cllr A Grant, Vice-Chair of WDPC chaired the formal meeting due to Cllr Bruce sustaining an injury on the way to the meeting.

1. Council formal business

Present: WDPC COUNCILLORS: E Cooper, S Dunford, B Freshwater, S Francis, A Grant, J Richmond, S Yeates, A Bruce, A Moore and S Lewis

K Carpenter (Clerk) 

1.1	Apologies:

Cllrs D Wheeler, B Evans and M Costley and A Betenson

1.2 Declarations of Interest

Cllr Grant declared an interest as a member of Dean Forest Railway and that he currently had an active application to become a Trustee.

Cllr Yeates declared a potential interest due to being a heritage professional.


2.2i	Discussion and report and its recommendations.

The presentation was well received by the meeting and lots of information about the route and how the amendments were made to resolve the Ancient Woodland issue.  This prompted some route specific questions, especially about the archaeological survey and the credibility of the report, which may need to be updated from end to end of the route.

There were some questions about the role of the Consultation Group and their role when the track was completed, this information is detailed in the report, but a focus will be the monitoring and promotion of the route to residents and tourists.  Cllr Richmond added that he had attend the Lottery Heritage funding event with FVAF and felt that this project could potentially meet the funding criteria.

Cllr Dunford was asked to attend the LTC meeting to answer questions about the report and the route.

There were also questions about the relationship with Greenways & Cycleroutes, and although there is no formally signed contract a contractual relationship is implied as WDPC have paid travel and administrative costs for works completed by the company.  Cllr Freshwater added that works were needed to amend the planning application and that Greenways would be approached to undertake this work, but they would not be negotiating with anyone and that the Clerk will be in attendance at all meetings to ensure due diligence.

Cllr Dunford rejoined the WDPC meeting and reported that the cost of bridges and their maintenance were being raised by a LTC Cllr and that more details about the maintenance costs were being requested and how these would be allocated.  There was some discussion about this, and the consensus was that the sinking fund would be funded by both Council equally and the fund would cover the entire route for any works needed.  

This was about the two Councils working together as one to build and then maintain the multi-use track.

Cllr Grant summed up the discussion and put the following statements to a vote:
· IS WDPC happy with the report and the route and would support these amendments being submitted to planning  –  Council vote unanimously in favour of this statement.
· Is WDPC happy for the maintenance and insurance costs to be shared equably with LTC  -  Council vote unanimously in favour of this statement.
· Are WDPC happy to change the name to The Forest of Dean Gateway - Council vote unanimously in favour of this statement.
· Are WDPC happy to own or lease land within the parish boundary to support the project - Council vote unanimously in favour of this statement.

The WDPC Formal meeting closed at 21.00.


LTC and WDPC reconvened their joint meeting to report back on discussions and decisions made during the closed Council meetings.

LTC Mayor T Saunders reported that LTC would adopt the report and its recommendations subject to further discussion on the maintenance aspects of the project.

WDPC Cllr A Grant reported that WDPC would adopt the report and its recommendations and also approved the ownership or leasing of land and agreed to the name being changed to The Forest of Dean Gateway.

Cllr Dunford advised the meeting that a joint press release would be written and that the Working Group would continue to progress the changes and amendments to be submitted to planning.

Cllr Dunford thanked everyone for their attendance and support for this project.

WDPC Chair A Bruce wanted it noted that she was very impressed by the drive and commitment of the working group and its external partners to bring a solution to the table for debate and decision.


The meeting closed at 9.15pm
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