County Report to Parishes in Blakeney and Bream Division April 2024
As ever you can contact me at beki.hoyland@gloucestershire.gov.uk or on 07815660013.
I hope this information is useful, some of it is for disseminating out into the community and would be great if it can be on noticeboards and websites so that it is accessible to all. 
Roads and transport
There are plenty of roadworks going on, these are the road closures:
· 1st April -12 April Road from junction with the A48 to Pine Tree Way, Viney Hill, will be closed for Ash Die back work.
· 28th April - #rd May New Road Bream closed for electrical work.
· 6th May – 8th May Millend, Blakeney Closed for Gigaclear
· 13th to 17th May Awre Road, Blakeney closed for National Grid work
· A48 Minsterworth will be closed from 27/5/24 20.00  to 31/5/24 06.00 overnight for anti-skid surfacing and signing works for Highways.
· 20th May to the 29th May A48 closed between from Lens brook junction, near Viney Hill, to the Lydney by pass will be closed for carriageway resurfacing. overnight
Here is a link to where to find out about road works https://one.network/public or https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/roads/roadworks/
The way to report problems on our road network has changed. 
https://fixmystreet.gloucestershire.gov.uk


“Food Waste, It All Adds Up” - Adult Education cookery classes 👩‍🍳
Thursday 9 May, 10.30 - 1pm at Ruspidge memorial hall, Cinderford, GL14 3AE
To book, contact Karen Stiles: T: 01452 583452 or 07748 933849 or karen.stiles@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
New contact details for Healthy Lifestyles Gloucestershire 
From 1 April 2024, the healthy lifestyles service will be run by a new provider, ABL Health Ltd.
Referrals to Healthy Lifestyles Gloucestershire from 1 April will need to be made using the details below:
· Phone number (new): 0800 755 553 
· Email: glicb.hlsglos@nhs.net
· Website: https://hlsglos.org
Referrals forms will be available on the website. Please note, there may be some initial disruption in website accessibility due to the changeover.
Referrals can still be made using the current phone number until 31 March 2024:
· Phone number (current): 0800 122 3788 
· Email: glicb.hlsglos@nhs.net
· Website: https://hlsglos.org
Have your say on adult social care 
We are asking for views on proposed changes to the adult social care fairer contributions policy. The council wants to make sure its fairer contributions policy is clear, accessible, and fair, to support individuals with choice and control over their care.  Following a public engagement in 2023, the council reviewed its fairer contributions policy and is proposing changes which include: 
· increasing the Minimum Income Guarantee (either for everyone or for some), and a change to the Disability Related Expenditure process, which may allow some people to keep more of their income 
· a change to how the council charges for short break and respite care and 
· the introduction of an admin fee for people who pay the full cost of their care, but wish the council to arrange care and support services on their behalf.
The consultation began on Monday and will close on 6 May 2024. 
Everyone is encouraged to have their say, whether they currently pay for their care or may do so in the future, to make sure that it works for people now and for years to come.
People will be able to share their views by taking part in an online survey and by attending focus groups. To find out more and to have your say, visit the survey at http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/fairer-contributions-policy
Please help us by sharing details of this consultation with residents in your local area, or by sharing our social media posts promoting it.
Gloucestershire Care and Support Guidance
Please use this link to view the new Gloucestershire Care and Support Guidance
https://www.carechoices.co.uk/publication/gloucestershire-care-services-directory/
 Hard copies will be available from the main Shire Hall Reception from 25th March.
	


Homes for Ukrainians and other refugees. 
A £600 monthly ‘thank you’ payment for people hosting Ukrainian refugees has been extended for the next financial year.
All hosts in Gloucestershire offering accommodation for Ukrainian nationals and their immediate family members through the Homes for Ukraine scheme will continue to get £600 a month to thank them for their support.
Funding from central government provides a payment of £350 or £500 per month for hosts depending on whether their Ukrainian guests are in their first or second year in the UK.
In March 2023, the county council approved an increase to the ‘thank you’ payment to £600 per month for all hosts. This offered more support and stability to hosts and their guests, particularly while the cost of living was rising.
The £600 monthly payment has been extended to continue for at least the next financial year to 31 March 2025.
Homes for Refugees
With the success of this national scheme, the county council has recently launched Homes for Refugees: a local scheme to help refugees from other countries rebuild their lives.
Gloucestershire residents with a spare room, annexe, or even another property, can host a refugee for short-term placements of up to three months and receive £600 per month. Both hosts and guests receive wrap-around support to help their guests to move towards independence.
The scheme is for refugees who have been granted asylum, meaning they have the legal right to live and work in the UK, having fled conflict or persecution in their own country.
Once an asylum claim is approved, refugees must move out of Home Office accommodation. The Homes for Refugees scheme is designed to give those who have had a successful asylum application a safe and supportive home where they can make longer term plans, such as securing employment and more permanent accommodation.
Could you become a host?
If you would be interested in supporting a refugee, from Ukraine or elsewhere, please get in touch by emailing HFR@gloucestershire.gov.uk.
For more information, or to request an informal call with a member of the team visit www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/homes-for-refugees.
Hording awareness
The Gloucestershire Hoarding Awareness Day, which has been organised by the county council in partnership with Hoarding UK, will mark the launch of support groups in each of the county’s districts.
The free event will be held at the Gloucester Guildhall between 1pm and 3pm on Thursday 11 April and will feature presentations on the subject as well as a question-and-answer session.
To attend Gloucestershire’s Hoarding Awareness Day, book your spot at https://hoardinguk.cademy.co.uk/gloucester-hoarding-awareness-day.
For more information on the support sessions and how to get support, visit https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/your-community/support-hub/your-mental-health-and-wellbeing/hoarding-support-group/.
Alternatively email hoardingsupport@gloucestershire.gov.uk, or call 01452 425 427.

Museum to launch veteran’s cafe with support of County Council.
The Soldiers of Gloucestershire Museum will be launching a new Veterans Cafe in Gloucester with the support of Gloucestershire County Council. The cafe is being launched for serving Armed personnel, veterans and their families, providing a space for them to gather, socialise and support each other.
It will open on Thursday 11 April and run on the second Thursday of every month from 10.30am to 12.30pm. Free tea and coffee is available for those who attend, and advice services will be 
“The county council takes its commitment to our Armed Forces very seriously and we of course owe all of our Armed Forces serving personnel, veterans and their families a great debt of gratitude for their service to our country.”
For more information, visit the Armed Forces Covenant pages of the county council’s website, https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/your-community/the-armed-forces-covenant/.


Help needed: School Admissions Appeals Panel Member Volunteers
We are recruiting new volunteer school admissions panel members. 
Apply to become a volunteer school appeals panel member | Gloucestershire County Council
Thank you,
Secondary School admission’s day was on the 1st March, if anyone is struggling with this there is help available. Please get in touch with me or the officer at GCC dealing with your case.

Nature Recovery Strategy event for the Forest of Dean; part of a Gloucestershire wide consultation. 
· 🦊Thurs 18 April, 6.30-9pm - Main Church Hall, The Wesley, Cinderford
For more information, please see the detail here: https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/nature-strategy

Jobs with our partners 
We need brilliant people like you to help us tackle the climate crisis! Everyone has a role to play and you don't necessarily need to be a climate expert to work in the sector. 
Forest of Dean District council are currently looking for a climate change community delivery lead. The role will play a key part in supporting grassroots climate action in the Forest. 
Climate Leadership Gloucestershire are looking for a Climate Change Bid Writer to make more funding available in the county to support climate action. 
Please help us spread the word and tell anyone who may be interested in these roles. 

Home energy surveys 💡
Severn Wye can provide selected homeowners and landlords in Gloucestershire with a free energy efficiency survey of their home worth £500, for a limited time. The scheme provides people with: 
· Impartial advice and home survey from an energy expert
· A bespoke energy efficiency report including a new EPC
· An action plan outlining cost and carbon savings
· Plus support with quotes and installation set up
People within your community can benefit from this free service if they are looking at making energy efficiency improvements to their home and need advice to get started.
		Find out more 





For general energy (and cost) saving tips, visit our 'saving energy at home' web pages. 
