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WEST DEAN PARISH COUNCIL

Kim Carpenter 		Phil Holland	
Clerk to the Council	Deputy Clerk

Tel. Parish Office: 01594 564484 (9.00am – 1.00pm)
Email: clerk@westdeanpc.org.uk
Web site: www.westdeanpc.org.uk

Parish Office
West Dean Centre
High Street
Bream
Glos.
GL15 6JW





Meeting Date: 	Wednesday 27th March 2024

Location: 		Witherby Room, The West Dean Centre

Present:	Cllrs A Bruce, A Moore, M Costley, B Evans, S Lewis, S Dunford, A Grant, J Richmond, B Freshwater & S Yeates

Clerks: 		K Carpenter & P Holland	

(These minutes are still in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council)


	AGENDA No
	ITEM/NOTES
	ACTION

	
	Public Forum

Two representatives from Canopy CIC gave brief overview of the Arts Festival Events programme that had been developed to be delivered across the Forest of Dean over the next two years.  They spoke briefly about the Arts Council funding they had received and how this was being used to support the arts festival with a project worker.

They gave a brief overview of the events and how this would function and included information about the various options available for the day depending on the budget allocated., they also wanted it noted that Canopy CIC will match fund any commitment.  They finished by tanking Council for its historical support and wanted Council to note their appreciation of this.

Monthly Reports from FoDDC & GCC
FoDDC Cllr J Dale had submitted her monthly report, which was within the agenda pack, and asked if there were any questions on its contents.  Cllr Grant asked a question about a comment within a Hertiage Open Day letter which indicated that FoDDC were not funding tourism and leisure.  Cllr J Dale expressed some concern as this was her portfolio and advised that she would look into this, but the Council Plan included an aim to improve cultural and heritage funding.

The Clerk was asked to forward this information to Cllr J Dale.

Cllr Grant asked an additional question about the two new climate posts advertised on the Publica website; these posts were confirmed by Cllr J Dale but the meeting was advised that these were grant funded posts.

Cllr Dale also advised the meeting that Yorkley Village Garden had won a Lions Community Award.

GCC Cllr B Hoyland, sent her apologies for this meeting but her report was in the agenda pack and if any questions arose she could be contacted via email for a response.

A member of the public gave a very detailed history to Council of the Yorkley Court Solar Farm Fund from its initial planning application through to the development of a committee who could recommend grant monies from this Section 106 agreement to FoDDC for approval and award.

Cllr Bruce thanked the member of public for sharing this information and as there was an agenda item on this subject she felt that this could be brought forward on the agenda to allow the member of public to be present.

	


















Email & letter forwarded 28.3.24

	24031
	COUNCIL FORMAL BUSINESS

	

	24031.1
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from:
· Cllr S Francis – hospital
· Cllr E Cooper – family emergency
· Cllr D Wheeler – broken foot
· Cllr A Betenson – illness
· GCC Cllr B Hoyland – prior engagement

	

	24031.2
	Declarations of Interest

Council received the following declarations of interest:
· Cllr S Dunford – Trustee of Yorkley Community Centre – given a dispensation for one year to be able to speak on Yorkley Court Solar Farm Fund but was not able to partake of any vote relating to this fund.
· Cllrs J Richmond & S Yeates as Trustees of Berry Hill Memorial Institute – dispensation request completed and handed to Clerk but not yet approved.
· Cllrs Grant has been approached to become a Trustee of Dean Forest Railway, but this has not yet been confirmed.


	

	24031.3
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The Chair asked the meeting to check for any errors on each page of the minutes, one was noted on page 4 with Murry being misspelt.

The minutes were approved by resolution of Council.

	

	24032
	ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISION

	

	24032.5
	Yorkley Court Solar Farm Community Fund

This item was brought forward in the agenda by the Chair to allow for the interested member of public to hear the motion and discussion.

The motion from Cllr S Dunford was amended to the following after much detailed discussion, debate, and questions by Council on this subject and its remit.

"It has been become apparent that the Yorkley Court Solar Farm Community Fund has changed the original criteria for distributing funds, both in terms of who can apply and the amounts to be awarded. This appears to have been instigated by the governing committee and in doing so new requirements have been introduced and the area which the fund supports widely extended. This has occurred without consultation or debate either by the Parish and Town Councils or with the Community the fund was intended to support. 

Therefore. 
a) This Council will write to Forest of Dean District Council asking that the changes made to the Yorkley Court Solar Farm Community Fund are reversed and return to the original conditions that support the original community area impacted by the solar farm.  
b) That the Forest of Dean District Council review the constitution of the evaluation panel and ensure it is properly set within the S106 regulations and that its future work is open and fully transparent. 
c) The new, low, financial limits  and restrictive revised conditions are removed so that ambitious community led schemes can still be supported, where accrued funds are available.
d) This should be implemented as soon as possible and before the next round of applications (whether interim or annual) are considered and suitable necessary remedial action is taken to publicise this."

This motion was proposed by Cllr S Dunford, seconded by Cllr B Freshwater, and approved by resolution of Council with 2 abstentions.




Actions from this motion:
Letter to be written to FoDDC officers including Legal, Planning, Finance & Community leads, Lydney Town Council with a copy to Cllr Moore.

	








































Letter sent 4.4.24

	24032.1

24032.1i


24032.1ii





24032.1iii


24032.1iv


24032.1v

	Finance & Staffing

The payment schedules for WDPC and WDC were approved by Council for payment.

The Councillors authorising payments are Cllrs Dunford & Yeates for WDPC with Cllrs Grant & Richmond for WDC.

Cllrs Evans & Grant will undertake the March financial inspection and report back at the April meeting.

Cllr Bruce gave a brief summary of the February financial inspection, which was noted as being all good and this was agreed by Council.

The budget monitoring spreadsheets were reviewed by Council with no questions being asked at the meeting.

The closed session discussion was noted by Council and agreed.
Clerk to action.

	
















Completed 28.3.24

	24032.2


	Governance & Scrutiny Committee

The minutes of the meeting were noted by Council, with the following recommendations being approved by resolution:
· Action Plan, Mission Statement, and objectives – approved by resolution of Council.
· The members of the YCSFCF Committee were agreed as Cllrs Francis, Grant & Freshwater with two attending meetings with one acting as reserve – approved by resolution of Council.
· The review of Terms of Reference was noted by all Chairs of all Committee’s with reviews to begin in April 2024.
· The signing of the Civility & Respect pledge was agreed by resolution of Council with 2 abstentions.

	

	24032.3
	Mobile CCTV

There was a brief discussion about this item and the costings provided by the Community Support Officer.  It was proposed by Cllr Freshwater, seconded by Cllr Dunford that the proposal to own and maintain this mobile unit was declined.  This was agreed by resolution of Council.

Action:
Clerk to advise Community Support Officer of decision.

	








Advised 8.4.24

	24032.4
	Planning Notification Letters

Cllr Freshwater gave a brief summary of his motion and the reasons for bringing this item to Councils attention.  There was a short discussion about the notices and how the process had changed, and it was agreed that the following motion be approved:

That WDPC writes to Development Control officers at FoDDC asking them to fulfil their statutory obligation to inform local residents of a planning applications in their area.  

This was proposed by Cllr Richmond, seconded by Cllr Evans and agreed by resolution of Council.

Actions from this motion:
Write to Development Control officers at FoDDC with a copy to the Cllr Phelps the portfolio holder.

	

	24032.6
	Scarr Bandstand

The motion to extend the grass cutting contract, via additional works orders to mow the field edges of the football field, which is used by Friends of Scarr Bandstand to park visitors for their summer performance programme was proposed by Cllr Moore, seconded by Cllr Grant and approved by resolution of Council.

Action from this motion.
Clerk to confirm acceptance of this additional grass cutting with Friends of Scarr Bandstand and the contractor, this will be an additional works order for 3 cuts at a cost of £40 each plus VAT.

	







28/3/24
Works order sent 3/4/24

	24033
	Items for Information – Councillors to note.

	

	24033.1
	Planning Committee

Cllr Dunford advised there was little to report from the planning committee but wanted to mention the following:
· The Wye Valley National Landscape presentation was all about planning and the new environmental gains legislation.  Cllr Yeates added that development adjacent to the NL boundary can be stopped if it impacts on the NL and we need to be aware of Joyford, Shortstanding and Edge End being on the edge of this NL for the review of the Berry Hill NP.
· The accelerated planning consultation was about large commercial project for major housing builds, which now have a 6-week application window.
· FES NP has been approved by the Planning Inspector but there is a delay at FoDDC for approval until October 2024, which is very disappointing especially as the Design Code was praised and this could be a missed opportunity within the Local Plan, this document could be adopted by the Local Plan.  Cllr Moore has agreed to look into this delay on behalf of the FES NP.

Cllr Evans spoke briefly about a recent appeal which has cost GCC some £180k in costs.

Cllr Freshwater advised that he had tried to report the Turley site at Yorkley to enforcement as there seems to be someone living on site etc.

Cllr Evans left the meeting at 21.06

	

	24033.2
	Chairs Items

The Chair brought the recent email from the Monitoring Officer, about the redaction of personal addresses from Declaration of Interest, fi justified to the meetings attention.

The Chair also noted the Heritage Open Days.

There was also an in-camera update from Cllr Dunford.

	

	24033.3
	Clerks Report

This was done as a joint report by the Clerks:

The action tracker for Council minutes was agreed as being included in the current portrait format of the minutes.

There was a brief update on the performance of the solar panels on the WDC.

The recoding of meetings was delayed until the outcome of the next Community Infrastructure Grants from FoDDC were determined.  Council was asked to approve a £2k commitment to the next application which was agreed from the WDC budget.

Office phone and broadband, the clerk was asked to compare prices with BT provision but was given delegated authority from Council to make this decision.

Rural Services Network, it was proposed by Cllr Richmond and seconded by Cllr Freshwater that this £50 membership fee be authorised, this was agreed by resolution of Council.

Newsletter – still some work to be done and the Clerk asked for additional articles to be provided by Council.

Closed Cemeteries, the duty to maintain the closed cemeteries was briefly discussed and it was proposed by Cllr Richmond and seconded by Cllr Freshwater that the Clerk be authorised to seek quotations and a suitable contractor for these works.

Cllr Yeates also spoke about exploring the potential for hedge laying to be undertaken, which could offer training opportunities for the community.

School parking, following a successful meeting with the school the WDC has received a request for 8 allocated parking spaces for the school within the car park.  This was agreed by Council, but they felt that a 5-year timeframe needed to be advised.

Deputy Clerk to advise school of this decision.

Cllr Richmond asked for a point of order to extend the meeting by and additional 30 minutes – this was agreed by resolution of Council.

There was also an in-camera update from Cllr Dunford.

	







































Letter sent 4.4.24


	24033.4
	Public round-up

Cllr Dunford shared an email from the member of the public who spoke earlier that evening.  They thanked the Council for their time and their response to the issue raised.

The meeting closed at 21:38
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