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WEST DEAN PARISH COUNCIL

Kim Carpenter 		Phil Holland	
Clerk to the Council	Deputy Clerk

Tel. Parish Office: 01594 564484 (9.00am – 1.00pm)
Email: clerk@westdeanpc.org.uk
Web site: www.westdeanpc.org.uk

Parish Office
West Dean Centre
High Street
Bream
Glos.
GL15 6JW




Meeting Date: 	Wednesday 31st January 2024
Location: 		Witherby Room, The West Dean Centre

Present:	Cllrs S Francis, B Freshwater, M Costley, D Wheeler, B Evans, S Lewis, A Bruce, S Dunford, A Grant, J Richmond & E Cooper

Clerks: 		K Carpenter & P Holland	

(These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council)

	AGENDA No
	ITEM/NOTES
	ACTION

	
	The public forum opened at 7pm and reports were noted from GGC Cllr B Hoyland, which contained a request to place the monthly update on the noticeboards.

Cllr Dale asked if there were any questions relating to her monthly report and also advised that the Yorkley Village Garden AGM minutes contained an expression of thanks to the Parish Council for the grant funding which was used to fence the garden.

The Chair thanked both County and District Councillors for their contributions and the timely submission of their monthly reports to Council and also their regular attendance at the Parish meetings.

	

	24011
	COUNCIL FORMAL BUSINESS

	

	224011.1
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from the following Councillors:
· S Yeates – ill 
· A Moore – ill 

	

	24011.2
	Declarations of Interest

No declaration of interest from councillors was received at this time, but all were reminded to state their declarations at any point in the meeting if the need arose.

	

	24011.3
	Minutes of the previous meeting.

The October 2023 minutes were proposed as an accurate record by BF and seconded by SD and agreed by resolution of Council.

The Chair enquired if there were any issues with the accuracy of the November 2023 minutes, and each page was checked with no comments being made by the meeting.

The minutes of the November 2023 meeting were proposed as an accurate record by BF and seconded by JR and agreed by resolution of Council.

Cllr Grant declared an interest in a future agenda item due to his wife working at the Dean Field Study Centre.

	

	24012
	ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISION

	

	24012.1

24012.1i



24012.1ii


24012.1iii







24012.1iv



	Finance & Staffing

The January payment schedule was reviewed, including the direct debits, standing orders and credit card transactions, these were proposed by AG and seconded by JR and approved by resolution of Council.

The Councillors undertaking authorisation of the payments and the financial inspections were detailed in the agenda pack.

The budget information was reviewed with no concerns being raised, these were proposed by AG and seconded by JR and agreed by resolution of Council.  

BE proposed that the Clerks be thanked for the preparation, explanation, and clarity of the budgets, this was seconded by SF and agreed by resolution of Council.

BE proposed that all recommendations from Finance & Staffing Committee were approved En Bloc, this was seconded by BF and agreed by resolution of Council.

Cllr Grant added that this information had been discussed in detail at the Finance & Staffing meeting and this had been passed  the committee by Governance & Scrutiny, which had a good attendance for the meeting.

	



	24012.2

24012.2i


24012.2ii

	Governance & Scrutiny 

Cllr Francis gave a brief overview of the meeting and that all actions or recommendations had been completed and resolved.

BE proposed that the 4 points be endorsed by Council, and this was agreed by resolution of Council.

	

	24012.3
	St James Churchyard – Closed cemetery

There was some brief discussion about the species of tree being proposed as requiring cutting and its historic value, which the Clerk was asked to check.

The engagement of the tree surgeon to trim the tree was proposed by BF and seconded by SD and agreed by resolution of Council with 2 abstentions.
 
	



	24012.4
	Item - In camera discussion.

This item was discussed in some depth by the meeting with various viewpoints being stated.

It was proposed by AB that we support this item in principle but understand that it needs to sit with another higher authority for implementation, this was seconded by SD.

The Clerk was asked to record the vote on this item which was as follow:
For = 7
Against  = 3 (Cllr Grant wanted his objection recorded in the minutes)
Abstention  = 1

	

	24012.5
	Audio and Video recording of meetings.

There was some debate about the motion to record either audibility or visually Council meetings and the reasons both for and against doing so, including the types of equipment and programmes needed to record and then store the files.  

AB summarised the debate as follows:
There are two points to consider the feasibility of recording and the GDPR questions and issues this would raise.  In principle the question is would council like to explore the practicalities of audibly recording meetings. 

SL proposed that Council test the potential for audibly recording meetings, this was seconded by BF and agreed be resolution of Council with 1 abstention.

	

	24012.6
	Canopy CIC

There was some debate about this item and the support previously given to Canopy in the form of grant awards to support their work.  Council felt that committing to a budget figure was not something they could do as this could compromise the Councils ability to award grant funding to other projects and organisations and there was no potential for a 100% commitment for grant funding either.

SD proposed that a letter be sent to Canopy detailing the Council position and that any grant application would be considered within the normal funding round this was seconded by BF and agreed by resolution of Council. 

	

	24012.7
	CCTV – extension to system

This proposal had been received from FODDC in response to an expression from a Multi-Agency ASB meeting held in Bream as a way to curtail antisocial behaviour issues in the High Street and be a preventative measure moving forward.

The meeting felt that this was not an appropriate action in response to the antisocial behaviour and felt that the issue required professional assistance to understand the root cause of such incidents.  They felt the CCTV was a quick fix which would only push the issues into other areas of Bream and the surrounding villages.  

Council felt that mobile CCTV, which could be located on a temporary basis and could utilise the WDPC Wi-Fi was a better option and use of the CCTV equipment.

BF proposed that WDPC offer the use of the West Dean Centre, free of charge for meetings and events which were professionally managed to address the issues being discussed and raised in conjunction with the community and other agencies, this was seconded by SD and agreed by resolution of Council.

	

	24012.8
	Assets of Community Value

The draft letters for the Rising Sun Bream and The Globe Berry Hill were approved by Council for submission to FODDC once any spelling errors were corrected.

	

	23113
	ITEMS FOR INFORMATION – COUNCILLORS TO RECEIVE & NOTE

	

	23113.1
	Planning Committee

SD briefly spoke about the minutes of the December and January meetings, which contained nothing contentious, and these were noted by Council.

SD wanted it brought to the attention of the FODDC Cllrs who also sit on WDPC that the car park lighting proposed within the Five Acres redevelopment was high level (poles) which was detailed within the plans but was something that the planning committee of WDPC had raised concerns about with the planning authority.

The FESNP had completed its final consultation although there may be some minor amendments to make to the document before it is presented to the Planning Inspector next week.

There were still some concerns about planning enforcement and their lack of time to respond to concerns especially as follow ups to previous enforcement action.

	

	23113.2
	Chair’s Items

AB briefly discussed the Climate & Biodiversity meeting which had been held on 29th January 2024 where the Bee Squared Project was discussed and the ambition to double the amount of wildflower seeds given to residents.  

AB asked if Council would approve the spend, which was detailed in the papers in the agenda pack, this was agreed by Council as they felt this was an excellent and well received project.

The Council was asked to note the report from Sling Club about the thermal imaging equipment that was part of a pilot project they were involved with.

A major project was briefly discussed in camera.

The Chair thanked all Councillors and Clerks for all the work that they do on behalf of the Parish Council as she felt it was important to acknowledge the time, effort, and commitment that it takes to work on the various projects.

JR called a point of order to extend the meeting by a further 30 minutes, this was agreed by resolution of Council.

	

	24013.3


	Clerk’s Report

The engagement of a surveyor to assist the Parish Council with the lease agreement needs to be completed quickly and this was proposed by BF and seconded by JR and agreed by resolution of Council.

There was a brief discussion about a `comfort letter’ but this was not felt to be appropriate by Council and it was recommended that the Clerk reiterate with FODDC officers that the MOU signed in 2016 and its commitments had not changed, was still in force and that we were moving quickly and prudently on the project.  

The Council also wanted it to refute any misleading or detrimental information that may have been circulated in correspondence.  Council also requested that the commitment made by FODDC in respect of legal costs and any outlay that the parish had absorbed in respect of the field be formalised in writing from FODDC.

SD informed the meeting that the grant bid submitted for solar panels on the WDC had been successful and that we had been award £10k but the works needed to be completed by 28th February 2024 and the additional funds be allocated by Council.

It was proposed by JR that the Clerk be authorised to engage a contractor who could fulfil this time constraint requirement and that the additional funds for the project would come from the WDC budget and the parish reserves if required.  This was seconded by BF and agreed by resolution of Council.

	

	24013.4 
	Public Forum Follow-up

There was no public round up of the meeting.

The meeting closed at 21:20

	

	23104
	Forthcoming Meeting Timetable –
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