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WEST DEAN PARISH COUNCIL

Kim Carpenter 		Phil Holland	
Clerk to the Council	Deputy Clerk

Tel. Parish Office: 01594 564484 (9.00am – 1.00pm)
Email: clerk@westdeanpc.org.uk
Web site: www.westdeanpc.org.uk

Parish Office
West Dean Centre
High Street
Bream
Glos.
GL15 6JW




Meeting Date: 	Wednesday 29th November 2023
Location: 		Eales & Gosling Rooms, The West Dean Centre

Present:	Cllrs S Francis, B Freshwater, M Costley, S Yeates, D Wheeler, B Evans, A Moore, S Lewis, A Bruce, S Dunford & E Cooper
Clerks: 		K Carpenter & P Holland	

(These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council)

	AGENDA No
	ITEM/NOTES
	ACTION

	
	Public Forum

The meeting opened at 19:02

A member of Sling Club’s committee was in attendance to inform Council of their involvement in the Forest Community Energy programme which means that diagnostic thermal imaging equipment will be based at Sling Club for householders to access.  There will be an event on 4th December between 5pm and 7pm for information and practical advice on utilising the equipment, all are welcome to attend this drop-in event.

A member of the Canopy CIC group was in attendance to thank WDPC for their continued support and the recent grant award to support the Bream Walking Project.  A celebration event is planned for 10th December at the West Dean Centre between 3pm and 4:30pm, to which all Councillors are invited.  They also spoke about the recent award of Arts Council funding which will enable them to employ an events manager to support Arts Festivals across the Forest of Dean over the next two years, with festivals planned for Bream and Blakeney,

A resident of Pillowell wished to raise a question about the Pillowell noticeboard and it’s updating with information.  They also wished to question the input from councillors to the Six Village Newsletter and who would be providing information.

The Chair advised that the Clerks were currently updating the noticeboard, but this would change to Cllr Cooper in the new year.  Cllrs Cooper and Dunford have also been in contact with the editor of the newsletter and will be providing articles and information for this newsletter.

A member of the public wanted to ask questions about the presentation to Council by Forestry England, they had submitted an FOI for information and were disappointed with the response received.

The Chair explained that this meeting was held in camera for Council only to allow Forestry England to present an update on progress.  There was a small debate about whether this was communicated to Council fully, Cllr Dunford moved point of order that Council had responded as best as they could, and that next business is discussed.

GCC Cllr B Hoyland gave a brief report on actions from Gloucestershire County Council, including the new Fox My Street app being used for reporting issues, the Ruspidge Road being open and work to Parkend Road Bream being scheduled for 11th to 18th December.  She also advised about ongoing work streams including adult and children’s social care surveys and remodelling.

FODDC Cllr J Dale gave brief report about activities at FODDC including the finalisation of the Council Plan and how this will be supporting the Climate & Biodiversity Emergencies to build better futures, thriving communities and decarbonise the district.

She also spoke about ongoing case work with Two Rivers Housing and planning enforcement. She advised that the next Councillor drop-in session would be held at Yorkley Community Centre and was hoping to begin monthly litter picking events following these sessions.  She also thanked WDPC for its continued support for the Forest Climate Network and the Yorkley Village Garden, who’s AGM is being held on 15th December at Yorkley Community Centre at 6:00pm.

There was a question about the Local Plan and if this would be out to consultation, Cllr Dale responded that this was the Development Plan and was still in progress but would be out for consultation when completed.

The public forum closed at 19:40.


	

	23111
	COUNCIL FORMAL BUSINESS

	

	23111.1
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from the following Councillors:
· Alan Grant – Holiday
· Jim Richmond - Holiday



	

	23111.2
	Declarations of Interest

No declarations of interest were received at this time, but Council was reminded that declarations can be made at any point during the meeting.

	

	23111.3
	Minutes of the previous meeting.

Cllr Bruce thanked Cllr Wheeler for acting as Chair of the October meeting.  She noted the amendment to the minutes of 27th September and the discussion held during the October meeting.  She added that the presentation, which was the subject of the amendment, was in response to a request for further information from the Council and was to update WDPC councillors.  She also wanted noted that we’re not specialists and were there to listen and ask points of clarification.  She apologised if it was not clearly communicated that it was an in-camera presentation/meeting, but she was not prepared to accept the amendment to the minutes and was not prepared to sign the minutes as she was not Chairing the meeting due to a training course.

Cllr Wheeler understood her position on signing the minutes and it was proposed by Cllr Freshwater and agreed by the meeting that Cllr Wheeler signed the October minutes as an accurate record.

	

	23112
	ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISION

	

	23112.1

23112.1i


23112.1ii





23112.1iii



23112.1iv


23112.1v







23112.1vi









23112.1vii



23112.1viii




	Finance & Staffing

It was agreed by resolution of Council that the November payment schedules were accepted for payment.

It was agreed by Council that Cllrs Bruce and Richmond would authorise the November payments for WDPC and Cllrs Costley and Richmond would authorise the WDC payments for November,  it was also agreed that Cllrs Richmond and Costley would undertake the November financial inspection.

Council received the report from Cllrs Dunford and Francis that the October financial inspection had been completed for all accounts and that everything was good and signed as being completed.

Council reviewed the WDPC budget and were happy that everything was on track and that the budget was being monitored effectively.

Council received the proposed 2024/25 budget and the precept proposed as being set at 4%. Cllr Francis, as an economist, wanted it noted that she disagreed with this budget and precept proposal, as following the Autumn Statement there were implications on price increases due to the increasing minimum wage levels and that from her reading interest rates will be above 5% which will impact on the supply chain and the general trend is for increased inflation rather than a reduced burden.  This causes concern that the Parish has not budgeted effectively to protect itself from these inflationary pressures.  Cllr Wheeler asked about the Council reserves and cautioned against them not being as set within the financial regulations as this could impact on the precept in the future.

Cllr Dunford proposed that the Council set the precept at a 4% increase with the caveat that if the discussion about the Community Infrastructure Capital Grant Scheme was agreed there may be a need to review the precept increase to 8%.  This was seconded by Cllr Evans and Council voted 5:3 in favour with 3 abstentions, the vote was carried.

The Clerk was given authority to submit the precept by resolution of Council, but this was placed on hold until the Capital Grant proposal was discussed.

The proposal to appoint GAPTC as internal auditors, being recognised as independent of Council and competent to undertake these works was proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Dunford, and agreed by resolution of Council.
	



	23112.2

23112.2i



23112.2iia



23112.2iib







23112.2iic








23112.2iid






23112.2iie



23112.2iif


23112.2iig










23112.2iih
	Governance & Scrutiny 

Cllr Francis stated that this had been a really good meeting and moved acceptance of the minutes of the meeting.  This was not agreed as there were a number of items which needed to be put to Council vote.

The proposal to summaries all Councillors declaration of interest into a table format and for this to be shared with Council was agreed by resolution of Council.

There was some discussion about the proposal for parish councillors who were also district councillors not negotiating on behalf of the Parish Council with its express permission and that the Clerk be in attendance, with questions about why this was deemed appropriate.  Cllr Freshwater stated that this was to safeguard all parties especially in terms of financial matters, Cllr Evans agreed that this had been well debated at the meeting.  

This item had been fully debated at the meeting and the feeling was that policies needed to be aligned in terms of ability to spend as the CBE terms were different to all other committees.  The members of the CBE committee explained the reasons for its ability to spend to allow small projects to be actioned quickly whilst larger projects would be brought to Council for consideration.  The proposal to change the terms of reference of the Climate & Biodiversity Committee was carried by a vote of 7:1 with 1 abstention.

The motion of Council to acknowledge its pledge and reaffirm its commitment to the Climate & Biodiversity Emergence Declarations made previously by WDPC  was proposed by Cllr Evans and seconded by Cllr Freshwater, with the amendment from Cllr Wheeler to include the Biodiversity Emergency being accepted by Cllr Evans, was carried by resolution of Council.

It was agreed by Council that the Clerk would develop a process for the payment on receipt of detailed invoices to support projects or events that are held by non-constituted bodies.

The inclusion of the Cannop Ponds report by Cllr Lewis for discussion and debate by Council was agreed with 2 against.

There was some debate about the proposal to refer to A.B.C. of Chairmanship when rulings fell outside the scope of Standing Orders, which is one of the core guiding documents for Council.  There was much debate about all Councillors having a copy of this document and the manual provided by GAPTC when undertaking the Chairmanship Skills Course, at this point Cllr Freshwater offered to donate his copy of the book to the Council.

It was agreed by a vote of 10:0 with 1 abstention that this proposal be accepted by Council.

It was agreed by Council by a unanimous vote that from this point forward the Council will acknowledge sporting and cultural achievements in a letter if they are aware of those achievements.

	

	23112.3
	In Cameral Item

This was held over until the January 2024 meeting.

	



	23112.7
	Cannop Ponds – taken out of sequence.

Cllr Bruce was very concerned about the principle of discussing this item as Councillors are not experts and we were potentially calling someone’s presentation of information into question.  There was much debate about the information presented and its potential to mislead the public and Council. Council was determined to proceed with this discussion and as she felt this was not the role of a parish council, Cllr Bruce said she was not prepared to chair this item and left the meeting at 20:55. 

Cllr Freshwater proposed that Cllr Wheeler acted as temporary Chair, which was seconded by Cllr Lewis, but Cllr Wheeler declined.  Cllr Moore left the meeting at 20:57.  Cllr Evans nominated Cllr Dunford, who declined the nomination. 

At which time Cllr Costley proposed Cllr Freshwater Chair the meeting which was seconded by Cllr Lewis.  Cllr Yeates left the meeting at 20:59.

Cllr Freshwater summarised the discussion and asked Council if there needed to be an investigation and report on this presentation and what the mechanism would be for this.  Cllr Evans left the meeting at 21:00.

Cllr Dunford spoke about the positive working relationship we have developed with Forestry England and that the 1st presentation was informative only and the presenter was working with the best information as a non-specialist.  They had been invited back to provide a further update on progress and we were presented with the information at that given time.  Cllr Evans returned to the meeting at 21:07 and apologised for leaving.

Cllr Dunford proposed that we accept the report in the spirit within which they were given but we can’t put Council in a position where it’s questioning the accuracy and validity of the information as it’s not our role, we can question knowledge and seek clarification of issues or concerns.  This was seconded by Cllr Cooper.

There was some further debate about the options being considered by Forestry England and the timescales for the options appraisal to be presented for consultation.  Cllr Dunford suggested an amendment to his previous proposal – `Council has received and noted the report given by Cllr Lewis but would not respond or ask clarification questions until March 2024 when Forestry England have received the outstanding ecological reports, this was agreed unanimously by Council.

	

	23112.4
	Assets of Community Value

Council was asked to consider preparing new nominations for The Rising Sun, Bream and The Globe, Berry Hill as assets of community value for re-addition to the list of those community assets held by FODDC.  

Cllr Dunford proposed that the paperwork be prepared by the Clerk and brought to the next Council meeting, this was seconded by Cllr Evans and agreed by resolution of Council.
 
	

	23112.5
	WDPC Email Accounts

The Clerk was thanked for finding the additional information requested for Council to consider setting up WDPC accounts for all Councillors to aid with security, potential hacking and GDPR concerns.

The Council voted 5:0 with 3 abstentions and the proposal was carried.

	

	23112.6
	GAPTC – Forest of Dean Representatives

Council have been asked to vote for two nominees from the Forest of Dean to sit on the GAPTC executive committee.  It was agreed by Council that the nominee from Coleford and one from Lydney should receive the Council’s vote, with Daniel Starr and Tasha Sunders being voted for by Council, there was one abstention to the voting, but this was agreed by resolution of Council.

	

	23113
	ITEMS FOR INFORMATION – COUNCILLORS TO RECEIVE & NOTE

	

	23113.1
	Planning Committee

Cllr Dunford gave a brief report about planning committee and moved that the minutes of the Planning Committee be accepted on-bloc, which was carried by resolution of Council.

He wanted it noted that enforcement at Lion Row, Parkend was ongoing.

	

	23113.2
	Chair’s Items

Cllr Dunford asked to discuss one item during this section of the meeting, this was about the potential grant application to the Community Infrastructure Capital Grant Scheme that was being administered by FODDC.

There are two initial options that Council are being asked to consider, these being:
Option 1 – Solar Panels plus batteries for the WDC, this has the best chance for the grant as it aims to meet the nett zero commitment.
Option 2 – Is to improve the insulation to cut energy use, improve lighting to reduce electrical usage and a new door to cut draughts and improve disabled access, which are within the scope of the grant.

There was some discussion about the options, and which would be the preferred, Cllr Moore advised that fabric first the most effective option.  

Cllr Dunford proposed that Option 2 be developed into a grant application, this was seconded by Cllr Evans and agreed by resolution of Council.

	

	23113.3

23113.3i


23113.3ii


23113.3iii


23113.3iv
	Clerk’s Report

Council noted that the staff appraisals had been completed for the Clerk, Deputy Clerk and Maintenance/Caretaker with no issues being identified.

Council received the briefing note on the Levelling-up and Regeneration Bill.

Council received and noted the formal complaint and the response from FODDC.

Council received the Deputy Clerks report, and the following was agreed by Council:
· The bench in Christchurch bus shelter will be further investigated to reinstate a wooden bench.
· The Quotation to raise the willow arch canopy to 3m was accepted and the work is to be scheduled.
· The Bream Heritage Walk sign for the fingerpost will be installed as soon as possible.
· Due to vandalism of the gate sensors these will be replaced with anti-vandal cells.
· The WDC play park is still requiring works to be completed and this will be done as soon as possible, weather dependent works are required.
	

	23113.4 
	Public Forum Follow-up

There was no public round up of the meeting.

The meeting closed at 21:52

	

	23104
	Forthcoming Meeting Timetable –
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