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WEST DEAN PARISH COUNCIL

Kim Carpenter 		Phil Holland	
Clerk to the Council	Deputy Clerk

Tel. Parish Office: 01594 564484 (9.00am – 1.00pm)
Email: clerk@westdeanpc.org.uk
Web site: www.westdeanpc.org.uk

Parish Office
West Dean Centre
High Street
Bream
Glos.
GL15 6JW




Meeting Date: 	Wednesday 25th October 2023
Location: 		Witherby Room, The West Dean Centre

Present:	Cllrs S Francis, B Freshwater, M Costley, S Yeates, J Richmond, D Wheeler. B Evans, A Moore, S Lewis & J Roberts (19:15)
Clerks: 		K Carpenter & P Holland	

(These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council)

	AGENDA No
	ITEM/NOTES
	ACTION

	
	Public Forum

The meeting opened at 19:02

The first order of business was to elect the Chair for the meeting as neither the Parish Chair nor Vice-Chair were in attendance.

Cllr Freshwater was nominated to act as Chair by Cllr Evans and seconded by Cllr Costley, but he refused the position.  A second nomination was made for Cllr Wheeler to act as Chair by Cllr Moore and seconded by Cllr Freshwater.  Cllr Wheeler accepted the position of Chair for this meeting.

The public forum was then officially opened.

GCC Cllr B Hoyland gave a brief report about road closures and the hedge cutting that was being scheduled, she requested any areas of WDPC which had overgrown hedges could be identified and passed to either herself or the clerk.

She also advised of the school’s admissions consultation, the Adult Social Care engagement, and any request for the planting of trees within the parish.

There was a question about gully cleaning and Cllr Hoyland confirmed this was done annually on schedule of works but there was a mechanism on the GCC website to report issues or to advise herself or the clerk who would report the issue to Highways.

The public forum closed at 19:10
	

	23101
	COUNCIL FORMAL BUSINESS

	

	23101.1
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from the following Councillors:
· Steve Dunford – training course
· Alison Bruce – training course
· Alan Grant – working.
· Elaine Cooper – still under medical care

Cllr Josh Roberts arrived a 19:15 and the Chair gave a brief recap of any items missed.  The Clerk also introduced all councillors present to Josh.

	

	23101.2
	Declarations of Interest

The following declarations were received:
Cllrs Richmond and Yeates declared they were trustees of Berry Hill Memorial Institute which was the landlord and holding account for a community grant applicant.

Cllrs Lewis declared a non-pecuniary interest as a member of Save Cannop Ponds Group.

	

	23101.3
	Minutes of the previous meeting.

Cllr Freshwater asked for an amendment to the last item (23093.2) on the September 27th minutes as he felt that some information had been missed and should be recorded as part of the meeting.  He proposed the following amendment:

A Councillor had written a report on this meeting which had been circulated to councillors, the Chair dismissed this report, and no discussion was allowed as the author was deemed to be a member of a pressure group.

The chair asked those who had attended the September Council meeting to vote on this amendment to the minutes and this was carried with a vote of 4.

It was moved that the amended minutes be accepted by Cllr Costley and seconded by Cllr Richmond.  These amended minutes would be signed at the November meeting.

	

	23102
	ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISION

	

	23102.1

23102.1i



23102.1ii





23102.1iii













23102.1iv








23102.1v



23102.1vi


23102.1vii







23102.1viii








23102.1ix

23102.1x









2310.21xi

	Finance & Staffing
The October 2023 payment schedules for WDPC and WDC, which includes direct debits, standing orders, credit card transactions and the internal transfer of money from the savings account to the current account were agreed by resolution of Council.

The October payments would be authorised by Cllrs Costley and Dunford, with Cllr Richmond authorising the WDC account.

Cllrs Francis and Dunford would undertake the October financial inspection, which will be arranged in due course.

Cllrs Wheeler and Lewis gave a brief report about the September financial inspection which they felt was thoroughly reviewed and were also shown the accounting software used by the Clerks.  They did raise a point about the excessive amount spent on advertising of the grants.

Cllr Wheeler also asked that an official annual audit of the Councils assets be undertaken, Cllr Freshwater proposed the following motion:
That WDPC commits to an annual audit of all its assets which will require a physical check to be undertaken by the Clerks and a Councillor.

This was proposed by Cllr Freshwater, seconded by Cllr Wheeler, and carried be resolution of Council with a vote of  9 and 1 abstention.

Cllr Freshwater proposed acceptance of the proposal from Cllr Grant to purchase a pair of fallen soldiers to include a male and female silhouette be purchased from the Cenotaph budget, this was seconded by Cllr Evans and agreed by resolution of Council.

Cllr Wheeler asked all those with memorials in their ward to check the names and bring back to council if any were female to consider purchasing further female silhouettes.

Cllr Evans proposed acceptance of the Edge facilities package for the Deputy Clerk, this was seconded by Cllr Freshwater and agreed by resolution of Council.

The minutes of the Finance & Staffing Committee were accepted and noted.

The Council noted the proposed budget setting meeting and after some discussion due to the number of Councillors unable to make the provisional date due to other commitments.  

It was agreed by the meeting that the Budget and Precept Meeting would be held on Wednesday 15th November 2023 at 7pm at Ellwood Football Club.

Cllr Moore congratulated the Finance & Staffing Committee on their work in reviewing the community grant applications and the recommendations they have made to Council for award, he proposed that these be approved en-bloc this was seconded by Cllrs Francis and Richmond.  

The Chair called a vote on this proposal which was agreed be resolution of Council with the following votes 9 for, with 1 abstention.

The date of the commencement of staff appraisals was noted by Council.

The motion from Finance & Staffing Committee to place a temporary hold on the decision and delegated budget of the Climate & Biodiversity Committee until such time as Governance & Scrutiny has completed its scrutiny review of a recent decision was debated by Council and the Chair called for a vote on this motion following the debate.

Cllr Freshwater proposed the motion, which was seconded by Cllr Richmond and agreed by resolution of Council with a vote of 9:1 in favour of the motion.

Council held a short debate about this recommendation from Finance & Staffing and the open accessibility of the WDPC Facebook page and whether those not on such sites would be able to access the information.

Cllr Richmond proposed that the motion from Cllr Grant to drop the placement of adverts in the local papers to advertise the community grants be stopped and this budget be reallocated to the Community Grant funds.  This proposal was seconded by Cllrs Freshwater and Evans and agreed by resolution of Council with a vote of 9:1 in favour.

Cllr Wheeler added that if any member had thoughts about social media marketing etc to come back to Council later.

	



	23102.2

23102.2i


23102.2ii
	Highways & Footpaths

The minutes of the meeting and its recommendations were noted by Council.

The following recommendations from the committee were debated with both positive and negative points being raised and voted on by Council:
· Council to consider supporting the Traffic Regulation Order submitted by GCC Highways and supported by The Verderers to implement a blanket 40mph speed limit across the statutory forest.  This motion was proposed by Cllr Evans and seconded by Cllr Richmond with the following votes being cast, 6 for, 3 against with 1 abstention.  This motion was passed by resolution of Council.
· Council was asked to consider writing to Ellwood Football Club about a plaque to acknowledge the achievement of Charlie Hatton on becoming World Downhill Mountain Champion.  Cllr Evans proposed that the Clerk be given delegated authority to action this celebration of achievement and for it to be placed on the parish noticeboard stand with a budget of up to £300.  This proposal was seconded by Cllr Francis with a 9:1 vote in favour, so this was agreed by resolution of Council.

Cllr Freshwater proposed that the awarding of acknowledgement of achievement by WDPC be an agenda item for Governance & Scrutiny to consider a suitable position statement.

	

	23102.3
	WDPC email addresses

This was debated briefly by Council but some additional questions about the system used for the emails and if there were any ongoing costs needed to be further clarified with 99Web.

Cllr Wheeler proposed that this item was deferred to the November meeting, with Cllr Freshwater seconding and this being agreed by resolution of Council.

	



	23102.4
	Cannop Ponds

Cllr Freshwater spoke briefly about the motion proposed to continue the use of both Cannop Ponds as they stand today whilst acknowledging that necessary maintenance work will have to be undertaken as long as they are sympathetic to the local area and reflect its vernacular.

This motion was debated briefly with a councillor feeling that this motion did not consider the protection of the downstream communities.

This motion was seconded by Cllrs Richmond and Wheeler, the Chair called for a vote with 7 in favour, 1 against and 1 declared interest, this motion was carried by resolution of Council.

	

	23103
	ITEMS FOR INFORMATION – COUNCILLORS TO RECEIVE & NOTE

	

	23103.1
	Planning Committee

The minutes of the planning committee meetings were proposed to be accepted by Cllr Freshwater with Cllr Evans seconding; this was agreed by resolution of Council.

Cllr Evans spoke very briefly about Lion Row, Parkend and the ongoing enforcement action.  Cllr Wheeler added that all that can be done is being done.

	

	23103.2
	Chair’s Items

The clerk raised the approval of GAPTC as the Internal Auditor which the Chair asked to be an agenda item in November as this required a minuted decision by Council.

	

	23103.3
	Clerk’s Report

The Deputy Clerk gave a brief report confirming that repairs to Crowash play area and Bowson Square play area had been completed.

There is still some outstanding works to be done at the WDC play area and these would be completed in due course.

Cllr Costley asked about the bus shelter seat in Christchurch, which is in hand, but also commented on the bag of food being left in the shelter and appeared to be a build up of rubbish.  The Deputy Clerk advised that this would be checked and removed the next day.  

	

	23103.4 
	Public Forum Follow-up

No member of the public remained at the meeting, so this session was closed.

The meeting ended at 21:02

	

	23104
	Forthcoming Meeting Timetable –
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