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WEST DEAN PARISH COUNCIL

Kim Carpenter 		Phil Holland	
Clerk to the Council	Deputy Clerk

Tel. Parish Office: 01594 564484 (9.00am – 1.00pm)
Email: clerk@westdeanpc.org.uk
Web site: www.westdeanpc.org.uk

Parish Office
West Dean Centre
High Street
Bream
Glos.
GL15 6JW





Meeting Date: 	27th September 2023
Location: 		West Dean Centre, Bream

Present:	Cllrs S Francis, A Bruce (Chair), A Moore, S Dunford, B Freshwater, S Yeates, M 			Costley & J Richmond

Clerks: 	K Carpenter				

	AGENDA No
	ITEM/NOTES
	ACTION

	
	Public Forum

A representative from Parkend Community Orchard was in attendance to advise Council that the licence for the site with Forestry England was almost complete.  They also discussed the works that had been completed at the site including the stock proof fencing, which had been grant funded by the Council and that 300 volunteer hours had been logged at the site to date.

GCC – Cllr B Hoyland had submitted a report for the meeting but there were some updates which she felt needed to be shared.  An answer to the VAS policy question raised by the Highways & Footpaths Committee had been received and this was that traffic flows were only one indicator and other factors could be used to demonstrate the need for a VAS unit installation.

The streetlighting team had requested the response data and will continue to discuss this project with her.  

GCC have also agreed to fund for a 2yr period an improved bus service for Soudley, the No 72 will be going through Soudley to Mitcheldean.  This prompted a short discussion about The Robin service and the need for anecdotal evidence to be gathered as well as quantitative data.

FODDC – Cllr J Dale gave brief report about recent activities and the issues she was tracking on behalf of residents.  She also thanked the Council for their continued support for Yorkley Village Garden and advised the Our Forest event on Saturday 21st October at the Miners Welfare Hall, Cinderford where the four gardens/orchards within the parish would be present.  She also advised of a free training course during October and that the Great Collaboration was going national.

A resident of Whitecroft had intended to be at the public forum to ask questions about the Dean Forest Greenway, but they were unable to stay for the meeting, but the Clerk assured them that the project had not been forgotten or left and that a report would be presented to Council in either October or November from the working party.

	

	23091
	COUNCIL FORMAL BUSINESS

	

	23091.1
	Apologies

Apologies were received from:-
· Cllr E Cooper – still under Doctor’s care
· Cllr A Grant – Working
· Cllr S Lewis – Illness
· Cllr D Wheeler – Bereavement 
· Cllr J Roberts – work commitments
· P Holland – Annual leave
 
	

	23091.2
	Declarations of Interest

Cllr Yeates declared an interest in item 23092.3 as a heritage expert.  Members were reminded to declare any interest on an agenda item during the meeting if required to comply with the Council’s Code of Conduct.

	

	23091.3
	Minutes of the previous meeting.

The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed as an accurate record by resolution of Council and were duly signed by the Chair.

	

	23092
	ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISION

	

	23092.1

23092.1i


23092.1ii



23092.1iii




23092.1iv


23092.1v








23092.1vi
	Finance & Staffing

The schedule of expenditure payments including direct debits and standing orders were agreed by resolution of Council.

The clerk was to advise Cllrs Costley and Grant of the payments to be authorised on the WDPC and WDC accounts.  The clerk would also contact Cllrs Wheeler and Lewis to advise and arrange the financial inspection.

Cllrs Francis advised the meeting that the financial inspection was meticulously reviewed with all items being checked and reconciled.  Cllr Franics thanked the Clerks for the presentation and efficiency of the inspection process and how everything was being kept up to date.

The budget monitoring was reviewed, and no further questions were raised.  

The clerk explained the recommendation of £60k being retained in the WDPC current account and the balance being transferred into the instant access savings account, these transfers also require two councillors to authorise.

There was a small debate about this, and it was agreed by resolution with one abstention that £190k be moved into the instant access savings account.

The completion of the AGAR was noted by Council.

	



	23092.2





23092.2i



23092.2ii



23092.2iii



23092.2iv
	Five Acres

Cllr Richmond gave a summary of the first three items on this agenda item and asked that Council approve these three elements.  Cllr Moore, declared an interest in this item as Chair of Finance at FODDC.

Engagement of Harrison Clark & Rickerby as the WDPC solicitor for the Five Acres lease agreement – agreed by resolution of Council with 2 abstentions.

The cost of the installation of the access gateway will be confirmed in writing to FODDC for reimbursement – agreed by resolution of Council with 2 abstentions .

To seek permission for investigative works on the Five Acres field by BAM Construction due to coal mining report – agreed by resolution of Council with 2 abstentions.

The discussion about the lease and the peppercorn rent as being unstable was debated at some length.  The field is a parish asset and as such there is a need to ensure its future and that the restrictive covenant is adhered too.  Cllr Richmond detailed his thoughts on the rental fee being £700 with the intention that this money is ringfenced for primary school sporting awards and that all local sporting organisations should receive a discounted price for renting the facilities.  He also detailed his thoughts on the review periods within the lease agreement so that this rental fee could be reviewed on an open book policy with FODDC.

There was some debate about the conditions of the lease and if maintenance of the site would be included or fall to the parish council, but there was reassurance that the maintenance would be part of the lease agreement.  Cllr Dunford commended the work done by the working party on this project as it had not been clarified previously.

There was further discussion about the Memorandum of Understanding which led to an amendment to the original proposal, this being:

That the rental be set at £700 -1,000 per year with these funds being ringfenced as primary school sports prize fund being named the Chestnut Woods Awards, that the lease review period be a three-year term and that a discount is offered to sporting organisations within the parish.

This amendment was proposed by BF and seconded by MC and was carried by a vote of Council with two abstentions. 

	

	23092.3
	Governance & Scrutiny 

Cllr Francis spoke briefly about the meeting and the minutes were agreed by resolution of Council.

The Community Engagement and Communication Policy was proposed by SF and seconded by JR with this being agreed by resolution of Council.

The review of the Berry Hill NDP, within which Cllr Yeates will undertake a heritage assessment which may incur some costs for the collation of maps and possibly deed, was proposed by BF and seconded by SF with this review and the setting up of a working group with SD acting in an advisory capacity was carried by resolution of Council.

The West Dean Centre recommendation for the Clerk to consult GAPTC and other bodies about management options for the centre was proposed by SF and seconded by BF with this being carried by resolution of Council
	



	23092.4
	Climate & Biodiversity

Cllr Moore spoke about the event and the need for funding to support the planned April session and that other organisations were donating to support.  There was a debate about whether this should not be a grant application, which was not possible as they are un-constituted group and don’t have a bank account. AM added that the terms of reference for the climate & biodiversity committee allows them to spend but they are asking as outside of parish boundary.

This donation was proposed by AM and seconded by AB.  There was a call for a vote with the following result 4:1 in favour with 3 abstentions.

BF asked that Governance & Scrutiny review what has happened this evening.

	

	23092.5
	Acknowledgement of Achievement 

The parish had received a request for the sporting achievement of Charlie Hatton to be acknowledged with a sign on the entrance to Ellwood, the village in which he resides.

The meeting was very supportive of this proposal and asked that a letter of congratulations be sent initially and that the Highways & Footpaths Committee work with GCC Highways on the signage and the associated costs.  This will be on the October agenda for H&F Committee.

	

	23092.6
	Remembrance Day Parade & Wreaths

The Council were against the Clerks undertaking the organisation of this event and felt that as a community event then a resident or resident committee should take on the organisation of this event.

	

	23092.5
	Grass Cutting – Additional Works

The clerk presented the request from the contractor for three additional cuts due to the growing season but recommended that one additional cut be scheduled for March 2024.

This recommendation was proposed by BF and seconded by JR and was agreed by resolution of Council.

	

	23093
	ITEMS FOR INFORMATION – COUNCILLORS TO RECEIVE & NOTE
	

	23093.1
	Planning Committee

There was nothing controversial raised during the meetings.  A letter has been sent to the Chair of Development Control at FODDC to raise concerns about comments from WDPC on being on the portal.  The minutes were approved by resolution of Council.

The Chair also spoke about Corner House, Yorkley and the work that has already commenced for the connection to the sewer system and the need to write to Severn Trent for assurance that the system in the area will cope with this additional load.

The Chair of Council thanked the committee for its hard work and AM added that there were lots of insightful comments feedback to FODDC.
	

	23093.2
	Chairs Items

The Chair commented on the community focus that the clerks have as a young lad, who had been previously involved in issues at the centre and had undertaken restorative justice, had come in to have a sweet and talk to the clerks.

Dark Skies – the information for this had been shared with GCC Cllr BH and the streetlighting team and goodness knows if this will happen as they have requested a copy of the data.  There was some discussion about the timing proposed and if this could be changed to 11:30 until 5am.  SY also reminded the meeting that the Verderer’s had been in favour of this proposed switch off trial.

AB spoke about the recent Cannop Ponds meeting being for councillors only and thanked Kevin Stannard for giving up his time to come to the Council to provide an update on the progress of the project.

A Councillor had written a report on this meeting which had been circulated to councillors, the Chair dismissed this report, and no discussion was allowed as the author was deemed to be a member of a pressure group.

	

	23094
	Forthcoming Meeting Timetable –
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