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COUNCIL AGENDA


To, Members of West Dean Parish Council 

Dear Councillor

I summon all members to attend a meeting of West Dean Parish Council to be held on Wednesday 25th October 2023 at 7pm in the Witherby Room of the  West Dean Centre for the purpose of transacting the business on the agenda set out below.

Google Maps - The West Dean Centre, High St, Bream, Lydney GL15 6JW

What3Words Location - ///thrillers.tweezers.lots 

The meeting will follow the Public Forum, which will begin at 7.00pm.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COUNCIL’S CLIMATE EMERGENCY POLICY, PLEASE DO NOT BRING SINGLE USE BOTTLES TO THIS MEETING
Yours sincerely
Parish Clerk/RFO
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Kim Carpenter

PUBLIC QUESTIONS & COMMENTS – 7.00 pm to 7.30 pm

	23101
	Council Formal Business


	23101.1
	Apologies

To receive, and consider for approval, any apologies for absence and reasons given.


	23101.2
	Declarations of Interest

To receive any declarations of interest, members are reminded to declare any interest on any item on this agenda at this point or at any point during the meeting in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct.  

A request for dispensations can be requested at the meeting and the paperwork completed for Councils consideration.


	23101.3
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting

To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting held the 27th September 2023.
Attachment – Minutes of the Council meeting held on 27th September 2023.


	23102
	Items for Consideration and Resolution


	23102.1

23102.1i




23102.1ii



23092.1iii


23102.1iv


23102.1v







23102.1iv





23102.1v



23102.1vi


23102.1vii















23102.1viii



23102.1ix
	Finance and Staffing

To review and approve the September 2023 expenditure payment schedule, Direct Debits, Standing Orders, and credit card transactions totalling WDPC = £12,576.65 exc. VAT and  WDC = £1756.26 exc. VAT 
Attachment – 2.1i Expenditure payment schedule

To advice Council that Cllrs Dunford and Costley are to authorise payments on the banking system and that Cllrs Dunford & Francis will be undertaking the financial inspection of September transactions.

To receive a report from Cllrs Wheeler & Lewis that the September financial inspection including the bank reconciliations have been satisfactorily conducted.

To receive the budget monitoring information for WDPC and WDC.  
Attachments 2.1v – Working Budgets 2022/23 WDPC & WDC & Budget overview documents.

Council to consider the request from Cllr Grant to replace the current fallen solider figure with a pair of fallen soldiers which includes a male and female silhouette from the Cenotaph budget (2090) which currently stands at £630 due to no spend on this budget last year.  This would be an appropriate purchase as there are fallen service women detailed on the cenotaph.  It could also be requested of the Sports Club that these silhouettes be permanently attached to their fence line as it’s not possible to attach to the cenotaph railings due to their conservation status.  

Council to consider the request for the Deputy Clerk to undertake training on the use of the facilities package and its potential to link to the WDPC website.  This would make bookings and invoicing more streamlined and reduce the paperwork burden.  The training costs £86 + VAT per hour with an initial 2 hours being required.  Council is asked to consider this training and approve the budgetary spend.

To receive the minutes of the Finance & Staffing meeting held on Friday 20th October which has the following recommendations for the Community Grant Awards for Autumn 2023 and any other recommendation from the meeting:

That the budget meeting be set for the Thursday 16th November 2023 at 7pm in the Witherby Room, WDC.

To award the following amounts to the following organisations:
· Berry Hill Over 60’s Club = £1000
· 1st Royal Forest Scout Group = £1000
· Berry Hill Silver Band = £2500
· Ellwood Youth FC = £1500
· FOD Gymnastics Club = £3000
· Great Oaks Hospice = £1500
· Yorkley Football Club = £1000
· Male Voice Choir = £750
· Forest Fighting Fit = £1600
· Bream Sports Club = £1000
· Bream Gardening Society = £2620
· Parkend Village Events = £1000
· Bream Youth Football Club = £1495
                                Totalling = £19,965

That staff appraisals begin on Tuesday 14th November 2023 and that both Cllrs Grant and Francis acknowledge that they will be objective during the appraisal process to ensure transparency of procedure.

The Finance & staffing Committee also propose a motion that a temporary hold be placed on the decision and the delegated authority to spend for the Climate & Biodiversity Committee and its budget, until such time as the Governance & Scrutiny Committee has completed its scrutiny review of a recent decision.


	23102.2

23102.2i



23102.2ii

	Highways & Footpaths

To receive the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 17th October.
Attachment – Minutes of the Highways & Footpaths meeting held on Tuesday 17th October 2023.

To agree the following recommendations of the Highways & Footpaths Committee:

· Council to consider supporting the Traffic Regulation Order submitted by GCCC Highways and supported by the Verderers to implement a blanket 40mph speed limit across the Statutory Forest.
· Council is also asked to consider writing to Ellwood Football Club about a plaque to acknowledge the achievement of Charlie Hatton becoming World Downhill Champion.  

Please be advised that the home of Charlie Hatton is less than 100m from the Parish Noticeboard which could be utilised to place signage to recognise his achievements as an alternative option to the Football Club.


	23102.3
	WDPC Email Accounts

Council to consider the setting up of WDPC email accounts for all councillors.  The reason for this is that following several incidents of the Chairs email account being hacked and the security issues this raises for councillors.  

We have investigated the potential for all Councillors to be provided with a dedicated westdean.org.uk email account that would be used solely for Council business. The costs of setting these accounts up is £25 + VAT per address, as there are 15 councillor positions we would need 15 additional email accounts with a total cost of £375 + VAT.

We would also recommend the use of Outlook as the preferred programme, as this matches the system used by the office and would enable meeting invites etc. to be sent and accepted through this programme.


	23102.4
	Cannop Ponds

Council is asked to consider and debate the following proposal from Cllr Freshwater:

That WDPC supports the continued use of both Cannop Ponds as they stand today.  The Council, however, understands that necessary maintenance work will have to be undertaken and does not object to the works as long as they are sympathetic to the local area and reflect the vernacular.


	23103
	Items for Information – Councillors to note.


	23103.1
	Planning Committee

To receive and note the minutes of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday 3rd & 17th October 2023.
Attachments – Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd October 2023 & the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 17th October 2023.


	23103.2
	Chairs Items

To receive any reports or information from the Chair.


	23103.3
	Clerks Reports

To receive and note that the Bowson Square and Crowash Play Parks have been repaired following the ROSPA inspections with the most critical items being completed.


	23103.4
	Public Round-up – 10 minutes

A time set aside for any members of the public to comment or ask further questions following the meeting.


	23044
	Forthcoming Meeting Schedule:
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1	The Public Questions & Comments is designed to give electors the opportunity to make representations to the Council or to ask questions.  It takes place before the formal meeting of the Council. 
2	The time allocated to the whole period of the open forum is 30 minutes.
3	Whether your attendance is part of a deputation or as an individual, the spokesperson will be invited to put the case with a maximum time limit of 10 minutes.  Follow up speakers will be allowed 5 minutes in total.
4	The Chairman will decide whether he can advise the deputation immediately or if he needs to sound out members and/or consult the Clerk.  The Chairman will then inform the deputation what action the Parish Council intends to take.
5	The initial response by the Council will be to establish if the matter is something which the Council should be involved in as a matter of public interest or is a private matter for the electors to deal with themselves.
6	What the Council may not be able to do at this initial stage is to attempt to solve the actual problem itself.  What the Council will do is to decide the best method to deal with the problem and this can take several forms as follows – 
The Council can decide - 
(i)	The degree to which the Council can act as advocate on behalf of the individual or group of electors.
	(ii)	To refer the matter to a Committee of the Council for action.
	(iii)	To place the matter on a future Parish Council agenda.
(iv)	To instruct the Clerk to make further enquiries or conduct correspondence on behalf of the deputation or arrange meetings as considered necessary.
(v)	If the matter is already on the Council agenda the Chairman will invite electors to make any points they feel are relevant regarding the agenda item.  The deputation can then remain and listen to the debate in Council.
(vi)	If, during the formal meeting, the Chairman feels that the deputation has information which will be useful to the Council, the Chairman with the agreement of members can invite a spokesperson to address the Council.
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Tues  |7eh November 2023 /5.000m |pranning Commictee. | West Dean Centre:

Tues  [21stNovember2023 |11.00am | Governance & Scrutiny Committee.|West Dean Centre

Tues  [21stMovember2023  [5.00pm |Planning Committee | West Dean Centre:
rac 17.000m | climate & Biodiversity

Weds  29th November 2023 00pm  Full Council WestDean Cantre

Dec23

Tues  [sith December 2023 /5.000m |pranning Commictee. | West Dean Centre:
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