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WEST DEAN PARISH COUNCIL

Kim Carpenter 		Phil Holland	
Clerk to the Council	Deputy Clerk

Tel. Parish Office: 01594 564484 (9.00am – 1.00pm)
Email: clerk@westdeanpc.org.uk
Web site: www.westdeanpc.org.uk

Parish Office
West Dean Centre
High Street
Bream
Glos.
GL15 6JW





Meeting Date: 	Wednesday 10th May 2023

Location: 		The West Dean Centre, 7pm

Present:		Cllrs A Bruce, B Evans, S Dunford, A Grant, S Francis, J Richmond, 			M Costley, R Freshwater, A Moore, D Wheeler & S Yeates.

Clerks: 		K Carpenter & P Holland			

	AGENDA No
	ITEM/NOTES
	ACTION

	
	Public Forum

No office public forum but a meet and greet for the Councillors.

The Clerk made all members present aware that one of the duly elected councillors was not taking up their seat on Council.

During this portion of the meeting all councillors received their information packs containing the following documents:
· Acceptance of Office
· Declaration of Interest
· Authority for electronic communications.
· Register of Gifts & Hospitality
· Guide to awarding dispensations
· Standing Orders
· Financial Regulations
· Code of Conduct
· Councillor Induction Guide
· Agenda for the meeting

	

	230510
	COUNCIL FORMAL BUSINESS

	

	230510.1
	Election of Chair of Parish Council.

Two nominations were received for the position of Chair of Council, these being  Cllr A Bruce – nominated by Cllr Yeates and seconded by Cllr Dunford and Cllr S Francis – nominated by Cllr Richmond and seconded by Cllr Freshwater.

The nominations were put to a vote, with Cllr Bruce being elected as Chair with a 5:4 vote.

Cllr Bruce asked that the Parish Council formally write a letter of thanks to the outgoing Chair Steve Crick.

	

	230510.2
	Election of Vice-Chair of Parish Council.

Cllr Evans nominated Cllr Grant to continue as Vice-Chair of Council, this was seconded by Cllr Francis and carried by resolution of Council.

Cllrs Bruce also offered thanks to Cllr Grant for his work and diligence over the previous year.

	

	230501.3
	Apologies

No further apologies were received.

	

	230501.4
	Acceptance of Office

To receive the completed acceptance of office for 2023/2017 from all Councillor’s, which were counter signed by the Proper Officer of the authority during this part of the meeting.

	



	230510.5
	Declaration of Interest

To receive the completed declarations of interest for 2023/2017 from all Councillor’s, which were counter signed by the Proper Office of the authority during this part of the meeting.

	

	230510.6
	Dispensation Requests

To receive and note any request for dispensations from Councillor’s – none were requested at this meeting.

	

	230510.7
	Acceptance of Electronic Communication

To receive the completed forms from all councillors in acceptance of electronic communication for Council agenda’s, minutes and other documentation that facilitate the processes and procedures of Council.

	

	230510.8
	Appointment of Committee Chairs and Vice-Chairs

Cllr Bruce thanked all those councillor’s both present and retired from Council for their hard work and diligence as Chairs, Vice-Chairs, and members.
Governance & Scrutiny Committee
Cllr Evans proposed and was seconded by Cllr Richmond that Cllr Francis be re-elected as Chair -  this was carried by resolution of Council.

Cllr Evans proposed and was seconded by Cllr Richmond that Cllr Grant be re-elected as Vice-Chair – this was carried by resolution of Council.

Planning Committee
Cllr Evans proposed and was seconded by Cllr Francis that Cllr Dunford be elected as Chair – this was carried by resolution of Council.

Cllr Dunford proposed and was seconded by Cllr Francis that Cllr Evans be re-elected as Vice-Chair – this was carried by resolution of Council.

Highways & Footpaths Committee
Cllr Francis proposed and was seconded by Cllr Evans that Cllr Richmond be re-elected as Chair – this was carried by resolution of Council.

Cllr Richmond proposed and was seconded by Cllr Dunford that Cllr Yeates be re-elected as Vice-Chair – this was carried by resolution of Council.

Climate & Biodiversity Committee
Cllr Bruce proposed and was seconded by Cllr Dunford that Cllr Moore be elected as Chair – this was carried by resolution of Council.

Cllr Evans proposed and was seconded by Cllr Dunford that Cllr Bruce be re-elected as Vice-Chair – this was carried by resolution of Council.

Finance & Staffing Committee
Cllr Francis proposed and was seconded by Cllr Evans that Cllr Grant be re-elected as Chair – this was carried by resolution of Council.

Cllr Grant proposed and was seconded by Cllr Richmond that Cllr Francis be re-elected as Vice-Chair – carried by resolution of Council.

West Dean Centre Management Committee.
After a brief discussion about this committee and its structure, which Council agreed to undertake a review of its terms of reference at the next Governance Meeting.

Cllr Grant proposed and was seconded by Cllr Francis that Cllr Costley be elected a Chair – this was carried by resolution of Council.

Cllr Francis proposed and was seconded by Cllr Richmond that Cllr Evans be elected as Vice-Chair – this was carried by resolution of Council.

Dean Forest Greenway
There was much discussion and consideration about the current nature of the  steering group, the position of the planning application and what this means for the way forward for this parish project.  The Council decided after the discussion that a small working party of Councillors would be formed to discuss the parish requirements and develop an action to take this project forward.  This report will be presented to Council prior to any discussions with other authorities or bodies which have been part of this project’s development and any other potential project partners.

The working party of Councillor will be Cllr Dunford, Cllr Freshwater, Cllr Grant, Cllr Moore & Cllr Costley with the Clerk.

Representation on Outside Bodies

Cllr Francis represents WDPC on the Health Forum.

Cllr Costley advised that he was representing the Parish on the Bells Foundation and that Cllr Crick was also on the board of trustees.  This would require an additional Councillor to be nominated into this vacant position.

The Yorkley Court Solar Community Fund was briefly discussed as this is a partnership between WDPC. LTC and Bee Green with an FODDC representative present as the funds are held by FODDC.  The following councillors declared an interest in representing WDPC on this body, Cllr Freshwater, Cllr Francis, and Cllr Grant.

There was then a brief discussion about other outside bodies and the clerks were tasked with sourcing the information about which bodies required a representative.

Cllr Bruce asked the Chair and Vice-Chair of each committee to determine its day, time, and frequency of meetings, which would be advised to all by the Clerks at the May Full Council meeting.  

It was also requested by Cllr Bruce that the terms of reference and schedule of meetings for each committee be sent to its Chair and Vice-Chair.

	



	230510.9
	Resolve to enact the General Powers of Competence

West Dean Parish Council resolved to enact the General Powers of Competence as prescribed in the Localism Act 2011, S1-8, as they now meet the criteria of having duly elected councillors and CILCA qualified clerk – this was agreed by resolution of Council.
 
	

	230510.10
	Council Induction Training

The Council felt that this was a useful induction guide and agreed that a meeting be arranged in June for this induction to be undertaken with Council.
	



	230510.11
	Items for Councils attention from FESNDP Feedback.

Cllr Dunford gave a brief overview of the feedback received that was outside of the Neighbourhood Plan.  

The main topics that could be incorporated into the Council’s action planning include:
· Energy – renewables, efficiency, and insulation
· Housing – affordability, Local people & holiday lets
· Management of Forest – improve relationship with FE (working forest)
· Transport – speeds and transport availability and links.

Cllr Evans left the meeting at 21:12

The meeting closed a 21:20
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