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	Date of Meeting: 7th February 2023 
	Held At: 17:00 in the West Dean Centre				

	Present: Cllrs P Dunford, B Evans, & S Dunford.
	Clerk:	K Carpenter

	Public Forum

	A resident of Parkend was in attendance to discuss the P0048/23/FUL- Land adjacent to Parkend 	Club application on the agenda.  Several residents have submitted comments of objection to the 	discharge of Conditions 2 & 6 for this development.  These conditions were relating to the 	biodiversity mitigation strategy and area and the installation of electronic gates and a boundary 	wall. 

	There was some discussion about elements at the site which had been installed by residents over 	what was intended to be the biodiversity area, it also touched on additions made to the 	development after planning approval which demonstrates a lack of respect for the planning 	system and the flouting of the approved planning application and its conditions in this instance by 	the developer.  

	The electronic gates were in situ at the time of the meeting, witnessed by the residents.

	
1 	Apologies:  Cllrs A Grant, S Yeates, J Dale,  & J Richmond

2 	Declarations of Interest: None

3	Minutes of last meeting: Agreed as an accurate record.

4 	Planning Applications and consultation – For consideration.

	4a) Bream Ward
Please note that for Bream planning applications the Parish Council policy is that for new developments consisting of two or more dwellings, a cattle (sheep) grid must be provided.


	4b) Berry Hill Ward
Please note that planning applications for the Berry Hill and Christchurch wards must be compliant with the Neighbourhood Development Plan for the area.

	P0576/22/FUL – Perch Lodge, Edge End Road, Mile End, GL16 7EN
	Propose upgrading of existing holiday accommodation to provide 1 new tree house.

	West Dean Parish Council have no observations on this application but note that is enclosed area of 	land is evident on the 1788 map (F17/2), which is indicative of this lodge originating by the late 18th 	century. 

	The name Kings Perch appears on the 1608 map, but due to damage on the map it is not 	possible to  confirm that this building is that old. The grounds of the lodge appear to include the 	cemetery as part of its original curtilage. 


4c) Christchurch Ward
Please note that planning applications for the Berry Hill and Christchurch wards must be compliant with the Neighbourhood Development Plan for the area.


	4d) Pillowell Ward

	P1736/22/FUL – April Cottage, Meadow Close, Viney Hill, Lydney
	Erection of a new dwelling with associated works.

	West Dean Parish Council see no grounds for not approving as planning permission for the site is 	already granted. 

	But we rely on the officer’s professional opinion as to whether this application is approved.


[bookmark: _Hlk121294563]4e) Parkend Ward

	P0048/23/FUL – Land Adjacent to Parkend Club, Castlemain, Parkend, Lydney
	Variation of Condition 2 (approved plans) to allow for installation of electric gates and Condition 6 	(development shall be carried out in accordance with the Biodiversity Mitigation Strategy) to change 	the previously approved biodiversity enhancements.  Discharge of Condition 8 (coal mining risks) 	and 	Condition 11 (land contamination) relating to planning permission P0983/20/FUL.

West Dean Parish Council endorses the content and narrative of the objections written by residents of Parkend which have been submitted to FODDC Planning for consideration.  

West Dean PC object to variation the of Condition 2 & Condition 6 specifically as they do not comply with the original planning application (P0983/20/FUL).  

The proposed variation to Condition 6 considerably reduces the biodiversity mitigation area and there is no accompanying Mitigation Strategy, this results in inadequate landscaping for the biodiversity area.  The original application included the installation of a cattle/sheep grid and a detailed Biodiversity Mitigation Strategy, this included the size of the wildlife corridor between 33-40% of the garden areas, the picket fencing with stile access, a list of hedging species and reptile shelters this loss has an adverse impact on nature conservation interests and biodiversity opportunities.   

WDP also note that advice from the enforcement officer (notice EN/0148/22, Lion Row) advises that the developer is drawing up another plan with their ecologist, Clarke & Webb, to vary Condition 6 and details that if this variation is not adequate it is likely to be refused but enforcement was still awaiting its submission.  
· When will this new Biodiversity Plan be submitted?
· When will consultation of this new Biodiversity Plan take place?


The proposed variation to Condition 2 for electronic gates is in opposition to the Forest of Dean Allocation Plan 2006-2026 for Parkend which contains a key issue in the retention of the strong character of the village and its open areas with the aim of protecting open areas and recreation areas and features associated with the past.  The installation of electronic gates and boundary walls is an inappropriate means of enclosure for these properties and is an example of an urban solution in a semi-rural and historic village set within the wooded area of the district, it is out of keeping with the village and its surroundings and has the potential to set an unwelcomed precedent for future developments.

	P1771/22/FUL – The Fountain Inn, Parkend, Lydney
	30.1.23 – Alterations and change of use, to convert hostel into x 2 dwellings, x1 of the dwelling to 	be used as a holiday let (Revised description).
	
	West Dean Parish Council support this application.
	
4f) Sling & Ellwood Ward


	4e) Planning Consultation
	Levelling-up and Regeneration Bill: reforms to national planning policy.  Consultation on how the 	Department of Levelling-up, Housing and Communities might develop new planning policy to 	support wider objectives.
	
	Cllr Evans left the meeting at 17:45.

	The meeting then discussed the need to respond to this consultation in a through and robust 	manner, as the District Council are also doing.  Cllr S Dunford advised that he was in contact with 	Nicky Packer, who was sharing their responses to this consultation, he would be happy to pull 	together the WDPC response and present this paper to Council for approval, prior to its submission 	to the consultation  on the Levelling-up and Regeneration Bill.

5.	Any Other Business
	
	PD requested the Clerk to chase the planning officer for the date of the FODDC Planning Committee 	meeting where Corner House, Yorkley Wood was going to be discussed.

	There was also a query about the recent purchase of a field by Whitemead holiday park as a wild 	camping area and if this would require planning permission for a change of use?

		
6. 	Next meeting: 5.00 pm, Tuesday 21st February 2023 at the West Dean Centre, Bream.  
1

image1.jpg
WEST DEAN
PARISH COUNCIL




