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WEST DEAN PARISH COUNCIL

Kim Carpenter 		Phil Holland	
Clerk to the Council	Deputy Clerk

Tel. Parish Office: 01594 564484 (9.00am – 4.00pm)
Email: clerk@westdeanpc.org.uk
Web site: www.westdeanpc.org.uk

Parish Office
West Dean Centre
High Street
Bream
Glos.
GL15 6JW




 Meeting Date: 22nd February 2023	Location: The West Dean Centre

Present: 	Cllrs S Crick, S Yeates, M Costley, P Dunford, B Evans, J Richmond, A 			Grant, S Francis, S Dunford, A Bruce & A Moore

Clerk: 	P Holland			
PUBLIC FORUM – 7.00 pm to 7.30 pm


	AGENDA NO
	ITEM/NOTES
	ACTION

	
	Public Forum

A member of Canopy gave a verbal presentation regarding their ongoing vision to promote and support the arts in the Forest of Dean. A video showing the event on 7th May 2022 which was run from the new arts venue in Cinderford was also shown.
The idea is to develop a 3 year rolling programme of Arts Festivals, build partnerships between artists, art organisations and local communities, support Creative Walks and support Artist Talks.
They are in the process of applying for funding after their November 2022 application was rejected, they have been advised that supporting letters form Town and Parish Councils would aid their application and to this end they are seeking a letter of support from West Dean Parish Council.

Cllr S Dunford declared an interest in the next item as a Trustee of Yorkley Community Centre. He read out a letter sent on behalf of Yorkley Community Centre laying out their plans for the Kings Coronation celebration and asking for funding of £550 towards cost of the Yorkley Coronation Party.

GCC Cllr B Hoyland gave a verbal summary of her report which included budget increase, roadworks updates and registration of 2nd hand household appliances through Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue

The Public Forum closed at 19:30




	

	23021
	Council Formal Business

	

	23021.1
	Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllr B Gayler, J Dale and D Oliver.



	

	23021.2
	Declarations of Interest

Cllr S Dunford again declared being a Trustee of Yorkley Community Centre.

	

	23021.3
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the meeting, held on 25th January 2023, were agreed as an accurate record of the meeting.

	

	23022
	Items for Discussion and Decision

	

	23022.1


23022.1i


23022.1ii



23022.1iii




23022.1iv


23022.1v

[bookmark: _Hlk126677196]23022.1vi



2302.2Vii


	Finance and Staffing


The February 2023 payment schedule, Direct Debits, Standing Orders, and credit card transactions totalling £11,386.46  – was agreed by Council

Two Councillors appointed to approve electronic payments for February 2023 for WDPC were Cllrs J Richmond and S Crick and for WDC were Cllrs P Dunford and S Crick.

A verbal report was received from Cllr A Bruce to confirm the financial inspection had been completed and everything was done efficiently, and they were content with the inspection. Cllr Bruce also informed Council that she had been shown the Edge Financial System.

The February 2023 financial inspection would be undertaken by Cllrs A Grant and B Evans.

The budget monitoring was noted.

The appointment of GAPTC as the internal auditor to West Dean PC for 2023/24 with a fee of £360.00 plus travel expenses of the auditor was approved 

It was noted that P K Littlejohn has been appointed as the external auditor for the next five years. Cllr Evans asked for clarification on when and how they were originally appointed and Cllr S Dunford asked for clarification on why a 5 year term.

	























Clerk to answer these queries



	23022.2

23022.2i




23022.2ii
	Planning Committee

Cllr P Dunford advised the Council that the minutes were an accurate record of the meetings and that there were still some outstanding enforcement issues that were being chased with FODDC.  He asked that the minutes be approved en bloc, this was agreed by resolution of Council.

A paper and verbal report was presented by Cllr S Dunford on the Department of Levelling-up, Housing and Communities Regeneration Bills to reform national planning policy and WDPC’s response to the consultation.
After a discussion Cllr Evans proposed that Cllr S Dunford be given delegated power to complete this task on behalf of WDPC. Cllr Richmond proposed a change to the wording to give Cllr S Dunford authority not delegated power.

Cllr Evans proposed that Cllr S Dunford be delegated to do the work and authorised by WDPC to complete and submit WDPC comments due to time constraint, this was 2nd by Cllr Richmond and was agreed by resolution of Council.

	


	23022.3

230223i


















23022.3ii
	King’s Coronation

The proposal from Coleford Town Council on working with them to mark the coronation for the children from WDPC who attend Five Acres High School was discussed, Cllr S Dunford reiterated the point in the public forum were Yorkley Community Centre had also asked for funding, a discussion was held on who would be funded and how much would be given. 
Cllr S Dunford proposed that the underspend on the Grants Budget for 2022/23 be used to fund any applications made to WDPC, an advert could be placed on WDPC’s website and Facebook Page with a deadline for applications.  Cllr Francis raised that the budget being held had already been allocated for the purchase of a container for Spikes and Shoes, after further discussion it was agreed that Cllr Grant would speak to WDPC Financial Officer to clarify the position with the budget.

Cllr S Dunford proposed that WDPC check for any underspend on this financial years grant allowance so that it is used to fund any Coronation Events through grant applications, this will be open to all Community/School groups.
This was 2nd by Cllr Evans and carried by a vote of 8 for, 1 against and 2 abstentions.

There were no discussions on potential events and support for community groups undertaking the organisation of events, as this had been incorporated in the item above.

	

Cllr Grant to arrange meeting with KC to discuss Grant Budget.

	23022.4

23022.4i





23022.4ii







23022.4iii


	West Dean Centre

The PCC Safer Streets grant of £14,253.60, to assist in combating anti-social behaviours in and around the centre, had been approved by the OPCC and the paperwork was signed by Cllr Crick.



Discussion on the replacement of the bench seats stolen from the youth shelter overnight during early February, and the proposal is to replace these benches with wooden seating, Cllr Moore asked if the wood could be locally sourced? Cllr Francis queried if local timber yards would have seconds which would be more reasonably priced or donated.


The proposal for the engagement of an Electrician to undertake the PAT Testing of all electrical equipment held at the West Dean Centre, belong to either WDPC or WDC, at cost of £297, was discussed and agreed by resolution of Council.

	

Signed paperwork to be returned to D Collins FODDC.

Investigate options around sourcing of wood and report back to Council

	23022.5
	Climate & Biodiversity Committee

Cllr Bruce reported on the minutes of the Climate & Biodiversity Committee held on Thursday 9th February 2023 and reminded Council that the next meeting had ben moved to 16th March 2023, the minutes were agreed by resolution of Council.

	

	23022.6

2302.26i

	Grass Cutting & Maintenance Contract

The recommendation of awarding Complete Landscape Gardeners (Company B) the contract of works at a total cost of £51,000 exc. VAT over three years was discussed, Cllr S Dunford noted that there were items missing from the lists, it was reported that these could be added but it may influence the price, was agreed by resolution of Council

	

	23022.7

23022.7i


	Play Park Inspections

The recommendation of appointing ROSPA Playsafety Ltd (Company A) to undertake the play park inspections and reporting for 2023/24 was discussed.  Cllr S Dunford asked again if other play areas within West Dean Parish could be added to the quote asked for by WDPC as the price was lower than being quoted to individuals.

ROSPA Playsafety engagement to undertake the play park inspections and reporting for 2023/24, at a cost of £320.40, and request to add Yorkley Play Park was agreed by resolution of Council

	

Ask ROSPA playsafety if we can add Yorkley play area to our quote for this year or if they would give same rates.

	23022.8
	Spring Grants

The advertising plans for the Spring Grant opening for applications in the local press, this is at a cost of approximately £201.00 for an advertisement sized 70mm x 96mm approx. was agreed by resolution of Council

	

Advert to be placed in paper

	23022.9
	Canopy Arts

The resolution to write a letter of support for Canopy Arts was agreed by resolution of Council. 

	
Clerk to draft letter of support for Canopy Arts

	23022.10
	Bream Community Library

A Contribution of £280 to the library towards these costs of repairs was agreed by resolution of Council.








	

	23022.11
	Bus Shelters

The proposal from Cllr Costley to reinstate benches into the parish bus shelters as an aid for older and disabled residents utilising public transport was agreed by resolution of Council.

	
Measurement to be obtained and wood sourcing added to that of replacement Youth Shelter Seats

	23023
	Items for Information – Councillors to note.

	

	23023.2
	Highways & Footpaths

Cllr Richmond reported on the minutes of the Highways and Footpaths Committee held on Tuesday 21st  February 2023 and recommended to Council that a new survey of all Parish Salt/Grit Bins locations be done, this was agreed by resolution of Council and the minutes accepted.


	

PH to email Highways to see if they have a list of agreed placements.

	23023.3
	Chairs Items

There were no Chairs items

	

	23023.4
	Public Round-up – 10 minutes

There was no round-up or comments from the public gallery.

	

	23014
	Forthcoming Meetings:

	



	
	
	
	
	

	Mar-23

	Tues
	7th March 2023
	5.00pm
	Planning Committee
	West Dean Centre

	Thurs
	16th March 2023
	7.00pm
	Climate & Biodiversity Committee
	West Dean Centre

	Tues
	21st March 2023
	11.00am
	Governance & Scrutiny Committee
	West Dean Centre

	Tues
	21st March 2023
	5.00pm
	Planning Committee
	West Dean Centre

	Weds
	29thMarch 2023
	7.00pm
	Full Council
	West Dean Centre






	Apr-23

	Tues
	4th April 2023
	5.00pm
	Planning Committee
	West Dean Centre

	Thurs
	13th April 2023
	7.00pm
	Climate & Biodiversity Committee
	West Dean Centre

	Tues
	18th April 2023
	11.00am
	Highways and Footpaths Committee
	West Dean Centre

	Tues
	18th April 2023
	5.00pm
	Planning Committee
	West Dean Centre

	Weds
	26th April 2023
	7.00pm
	Full Council
	West Dean Centre
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