WEST DEAN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FINANCE & STAFFING COMMITTEE
HELD at 5.30pm on Tuesday 12th June 2018 AT THE WEST DEAN CENTRE

PRESENT: COUNCILLORS B Evans, F McGuinness, S Freeman, B Gayler, C Smith and B Freshwater. The Clerk was in attendance.

1. ELECTION OF CHAIR

S Freeman was elected as chair of the Committee

The resignation from the Council of L Elliott was received with regret.
2. APOLOGIES: P Hiett, J Richmond, S Crick, A Moore and T Gwilliam 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
S Freeman as former committee member and Chair of Yorkley Community Centre.
B Gayler and B Evans as friends of Scarr Bandstand  

4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING (23rd March 2018)
Agreed

5. GRANT AWARDS SUMMER 2018
The awards were considered, and the recommendations for grant awards are as per the attached spreadsheet and accompanying notes. 
Item 1: Berry Hill Primary School visit to Fairford Air Show. 


Requested £1,000

Recommended to Council £750

Item 2: Berry Hill Primary School First Aid Training Course


Requested £185

Recommended Nil

It was held that this course should be the responsibility of the Education Authority

Item 3: Berry Hill Primary School Outdoor fitness equipment


Requested £936

Recommended Nil

This equipment was exclusively for the use of the school and not the wider community

Item 4: Yorkley Playgroup maintenance of the outdoor playground area


Requested £2,000

Recommended Nil

As item 3 above, this was for the benefit of the playgroup only and not the wider community. The playgroup held healthy resources, and therefore could fund this from their own resources. The application was poorly prepared. 
Item 5: Lydney Festival Singing competition


Requested £150

Recommended Nil

This was a Lydney based event, and there was no evidence that any applications for funding had been sent to any other parish or town councils.

Item 6: Severn Area Rescue Association (SARA) contribution to a replacement vehicle


Requested £500

Recommended £500

Item 7: Age Concern Meals on Wheels


Requested £2,000

Recommended £2,000

This application was supported, but the charity should be advised that it was expected that funding bids should also be made to other parish and town councils

Item 8: Yorkley Community Centre Seating for playground area


Requested £2,142

Recommended £1,750

It was recommended that the Parish Council buy and retain ownership of this item

Item 9: Scarr Bandstand Sling – Acoustic report


Requested £2,800

Recommended Nil (but see below)
There were concerns about the value of an acoustic report and on the need for a roof for the site. However, it was recommended that this bid falls within the community awards that Council offers for community activities under a separate budget head. It was recommended that the bid for this item should be bundled in with the bid already made to this separate fund to the Parish Council. Scarr Bandstand Committee members to be invited to the next Council meeting.  

Item 10: Parkend Carnival Hire of carnival big wheel


Requested £1,800

Recommended £500

Parkend Carnival to be congratulated on its 50th annual event, but the committee could not support funding the bid in its entirety.
Item 11: Forest Scout Group Archery Equipment Scout Group


Requested £3,708

Recommended Nil (but see below)

The Committee required further information, including evidence of inclusiveness and of other grant funding applications made. More information was required from the organisation

Item 12: Air in G Youth engagement project

Requested £2,500

Recommendation £500, to be paid on expenditure receipts

Item 13: Sling in Bloom autumn display


Requested £250

Recommendation £250

As the organisation has no bank account, invoices up to the amount awarded to be submitted to WDPC

Item 14: Ellwood AFC Boar proof fencing


Requested £2,300

Recommendation £2,300

Item 15: Whitecroft Memorial Hall road signage


Requested £300

Recommended Nil

Costs not yet full known, and the committee would wish to wait until the kissing gate has been installed at the Recreation Ground to provide access for all. This application may need to be held back until the November awards.
Item 16: Parkend Memorial Hall Barbecue equipment

Requested £339

Recommended £339

Item 17: Bream Gardening Society Hire of Equipment for annual show.


Requested £300

Recommended £300

6. Issues arising from the Grant application process

There was some confusion about the criteria for awards and the perceived lack of rigour in filtering applications according to the criteria to this committee for consideration. 

There was also some confusion as to the distinction between this grant awarding process and the Community awards which fell into a different budget head. It was agreed that B Freshwater would draw up new regulations and a new application form, with advice from the Clerk if necessary, for submission to Council.

7. Community Fund Budget

The application submitted under this classification would be bundled up with Item 9 above in a bid to full Council under the community awards item at the next full Council meeting

8. Audit 2017-18

The Clerk reported that the audit return had not yet been finalised, but would be submitted to the internal auditor the following week before presentation to full Council on 27th June 2018.
The meeting closed 8.00pm 

