WEST DEAN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FINANCE & STAFFING COMMITTEE
HELD at 5.30pm on Wednesday 11th December 2018 AT THE WEST DEAN CENTRE

PRESENT: COUNCILLORS B Evans, B Gayler and S Freeman. The Clerk was in attendance.

1. APOLOGIES: J Richmond, P Hiett and C Smith 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
None
3. MINUTES OF MEETING 15th November 2018

Received 
4. GRANT AWARDS POLICY AND APPLICATION FORM
In the light of recent observations on grant applications and grant policy, the Committee reviewed in detail existing documents and procedures. Draft amendments to these documents are incorporated in the attached draft forms.
The following points were considered important and are included in the draft replacement documents attached.

i) Any application which does not supply all information required will be rejected at the committee consideration stage. The Clerk will review all documents for compliance, and will be available to provide pre-application advice. A small group of councillors will view all applications after the closing dates to establish whether these applications can be considered. This policy does not assess the merits of any application, but ensures that applications are compliant with the Council’s policies.
ii) Evidence of applications to other organisations should generally be given, and must be in every application when the applying organisation is not based in the West Dean Parish area.

iii) The text from the District Council which mandates that an applying organisation should have a bank account with the signatures of at least two unrelated signatories or the support of a constituted organisation which has agreed to be its banker.

iv) Council will consider very carefully applications from organisations which have large unrestricted reserves available.
v) Funding will not be provided for activities which are part of statutory obligations.

vi) The funding cycle will be brought forward by one month so that awards will be made in May and October.

vii) Generally, grants will be awarded for capital and project expenditure. However, Council may consider applications for revenue expenditure.

vii) All grant awards will be paid by bank transfer, so organisations should provide bank details.
The meeting closed at 6.35pm 
