WEST DEAN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FINANCE & STAFFING COMMITTEE
HELD at 5.30pm on Thursday 10th October 2019 AT THE WEST DEAN CENTRE

PRESENT: COUNCILLORS A Grant (Chair), B Evans, B Freshwater, S Francis, M Costley and J Richmond. The Clerk was in attendance.

1. APOLOGIES: H Acton, B Gayler, T Gwilliam and P Hiett 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
B Evans as a member of Friends of Scarr Bandstand in respect of grant application 2
A Grant in respect of a friendship with a member of the committee of Forest of Dean Brass (grant application 10) and with a non-financial interest in Associated Forest Routes (grant application 11).
3. MINUTES OF MEETING 19th June 2019
Received  

4. GRANT AWARDS SUMMER 2018
The following awards were recommended (also see attached spreadsheet):
1. Berry Hill Community Orchard

Requested £500, recommended award of £500.00 for water harvester
2. Friends of Scarr Bandstand

Requested £2,250, recommended award £2,000 for surveyors’ report for stage canopy

3. Forest Drop-in

Requested £150, recommended £150 for Coach hire for outing

4. Berry Hill Community Orchard

Requested £600, recommended £500 for Christmas lights. The Orchard Group would be advised to seek to borrow lights held by the Parkend Carnival Committee.

5. Age Concern

Requested £2,500 for service provision. The committee were not prepared to offed operating funds to an organisation which appeared to have considerable reserves. A grant of £500 for volunteers’ travel expenses was recommended.

6. Men’s Shed.

Requested £3,000 for workshop and equipment. Although the work of this group was supported, it appeared that its future was not secure in the absence of permanent accommodation. The group would be invited to submit a future grant bid with a proper long-term business plan to ensure its viability. Meanwhile, the Committee would recommend an award of £500.

7. Parkend Play Group

Requested £1,500 to set up new playgroup. This new organisation was not properly constituted and did not have a bank account or a business plan, as it was currently attached to Yorkley Play Group. The group would be advised to reapply at a later date once the group had been constituted as an independent organisation. No award was recommended at this stage

8. Edens Cave
Requested £1140 for performances at Scarr Bandstand and West Dean Centre. This application was rejected as it was for fees for performing artists. This condition did not appear on the Grant-Awarding policy, and therefor it was recommended that the criteria for grant should be amended to exclude awards for performance fees. At a future meeting of the Finance & Staffing Committee this revision to the Policy would be recommended. No award was recommended.

9. Rewild

Requested £600 to develop plant nursery and educational provision. This application was rejected as the organisation appeared to have no constitution. No award was recommended.

10. Forest of Dean Brass

Requested £399.50 for tables for the Band Hut. No award was recommended in view of the organisation’s apparently large reserves

11. Lydney Dial A Ride
Requested £500 as an additional funding stream. Although this application was submitted late, under Policy Condition 1.10, it was allowed as an emergency application in view of the recent significant changes in Stagecoach bus services. An award of £500 was approved, but this would not imply any future grant awards. 

The revised spreadsheet of awards as recommended at this meeting is attached.

It was noted that there will be an underspend of £9,690 on the 2019-20 Grant award budget on the basis of the above grant allocations, if approved by Council.

5. LYDNEY DIAL A RIDE GRANT APPLICATION
Considered under 4.11 above
6. NEXT MEETING

To be held early in 2019
The meeting closed at 6.33 pm

