Notes of Dean Forest Greenway steering group meeting Wed 23rd March 2022 on Zoom

Present Peter Dunford PD, James Greenwood JG, Elaine Highfield EH, Caroline Levett CL, John Linden JL, Tony Pope TP, Wallace Barnett WB, Sharon Freeman SF, Peter Andrew PA, Tamsin Sagar TS, Andy Moore AM, Alan Grant AG, Beki Hoyland BH, Phil Holland PH

WDPC observers Steve Dunford SD, Jim Richmond JR

Clerk  Kim Carpenter KC - Following technical issues  SF and EH agreed to take the minutes

Apologies Paul Hiett, John Grimshaw JG (to join later)

PD stressed the importance of all parties working together and thanked JG and CL of Greenways (GW) for all of their hard and dedicated work on the project. He apologised sincerely for missing their names off the Draft Terms and Conditions circulated for further discussion as they are integral to this project being accepted by FODDC


Planning Application Update  
CL spoke on the Sustainability report arising from the planning application. 

Whitecroft to Parkend 

· Additional tree survey on the Ancient woodland section has been requested. CL and JG have been liaising closely with Forestry England representatives for that beat TS and Dave Sykes (DS)
· CL and JG had walked through the section from Whitecroft to Parkend on the previous Monday. CL shared a detailed map and up to date photographs of the current condition of the woodland following extensive but now complete tree thinning. In one section where extensive felling had taken place the route will follow a minor drift to the east to follow the line of felled trees. She stressed there would be no new tree felling on that whole section. apart from two small and scrubby hazels and alder near the Fountain
· . Construction would be by ‘ Tree Cell ‘ method which is a sort of waffle construction filled with stones of the same size which water and air can pass and tree roots are able to breathe. 
· TS said Parkhill felling has completed. Her colleague DS said that the area by the Telephone exchange in Whitecroft was not his patch. Both TS and DS will walk the route again but so many trees have been felled and a large number fallen in recent strong winds.
· CL showed photographs of where the large logging vehicles have been in the ancient woodland and it clearly showed there was very little or no underplanting so suggested the route would be slightly amended to follow the logging route. She showed a photo of extensive boar digging also. The thinning has left plenty of space for the route without additional felling, and the wide spacing of the All of the trees means that are a minimum of 9 mts apart so th route construction should not cause damage.is would not be a problem as no felling needed to create route. Near the Fountain a new bridge will be needed and gabions would be used in the construction. Full construction details would be drawn up, and an additional tree survey for the bridge location, as requested, and submitted to the case officer TP   Here 1 hazel stalk and 2 small and sorry aspens would be needed to be removed.  
· She asked if a letter from DS could be provided saying that He had walked the route through Norchard Wood, and was content that once the planned Forestry thinning had taken place no tree felling would be needed for the route. . 

Whitecroft to Lydney

· Some felling needed at the Leat – already recorded in the arboricultural report, which will be amended as requested.. 
· Greenways will provide a clearer explanation of the areas involved, but they are content with their calculations.Other items need clarifying but GW content with the calculations
· CL asked if Tony Pope could arrange a meeting with Alastair Chapman and Greenways, the project ecologist and batman to discuss his interim report and check that what we plan is what is needed.can have a meeting about surveys.
· TS spoke about a survey needed on great crested newts. . None were found at Whitemead.
· CL – nearly £6,000 had been spent on dormouse surveys and none found. 
· CL said that a quote of spoke of a figure of £50,000 had already been obtained for a District Newt Licence.  A direct licence might – or might not – be cheaper, but would certainly involve more time and effortcould be needed for the newt survey which would be done by Nature Space – a recognised body in Glos. He had no idea how long it might take.
· She said the FODDC want to see justification for why we want to take the route through ancient woodland. It all needs to be taken up a scale and asked if anyone had or whether anyone know who could help and had a Sustainability background. The person must be qualified in such matters.  
· PD thanked CL.


TP response to planning issues and the following discussion notes

· TP said CL’s was a fair summary of the situation so far but there is a second element - There should be a suitable compensation strategy - which means offering tree planting elsewhere. JG was in the process of talking to Lydney Park Estate (LPE ) about planting beeches and oak along a corridor of LPE above Norchard 
· TP said the application is going to stand or fall on this element. 
· TP said the Highway Authority has asked for a Stage 1 audit. Glos Highways have not said if they will do it. CL reminded TP that Glos Highways (GH) wrote an excellent letter of support. 
· AG asked if it was worth asking WDP councillor Stephen Yeates for Sustainability advice.
· CL said she and JG will brief the respondent from GH on the 4 road crossings ie The Fountain, the two in Whitecroft and Forest road Lydney. 
· EH said Sarah Williams (Principal Transport Planner; Strategic Infrastructure at Gloucestershire County Council) gave a LCWIP commissioning update on the GCC Local Transport Plan 2020-2041 at a recent FODDC Cycling and Infrastructure strategy group meeting that she had recently attended. She covers the Western Gateway from Gloucestershire to the south coast but not Cornwall. SW said that the route for Lydney to Parkend and then onto Cinderford by the Family Trail is the number 1 cycling/walking  project for both FODDC and GCC. It aims to make cycling and walking natural choices for shorter journeys or as part of a longer journey.
· TP said that is just the sort of ‘ justification ‘ needed to address this part of the strategy
· EH said the minutes of that meeting should be on the FODDC website. 
· PD asked what else needed to be done for the application?
· TP said we need to talk about and show the wider benefits, health , economic, carbon reduction etc
· CL said it is in the application but needs beefing up.  
· CL has also spoken to Sustrans about the role of the route in the National Cycle Network – but as this is contracting the LCWIP route may be more pertinent.
· TS said in defence of FE, the felling needed to be done in the wetter season to avoid nesting season.
· *TP said we need to talk and talk but get there in the end 
· CL said that 100 000 trips had been taken on the newly opened Wye Valley Greenway
· *TP said he is working well with Greenway and together he is hopeful of a good result

Next steps
· EH said she is happy to take on the Active travel meeting details
· CL asked EH and SF to work on the economic benefits. They agreed
· CL said they want to meet with Kim and PD but until permission is granted there is no point in trying to raise funds and Active Travel should be the bestis the source.
· CL said Greenways we have never had a failure in obtaining planning permission.creating a new path.
· SF suggested a meeting with parish councillors and Kim along with the SG to start to work on the Terms of Reference.
· CL suggests PD first speaks to JG about what needs to happen next and then they want to meet with Kim and PD to be sure everyone is clear about processes, and that they meet the Parich Council’s needs
· JG tried to join meeting but it was near the end and the connection was poor
· PD asked CL to thank and update JG .
· The meeting ended at 3.10pm?
· It was agreed that the next meeting would bne on Wednesday 11th May 2022 at 2pm and preferably in person especially considering the technical difficulties experienced today. 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
