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WEST DEAN PARISH COUNCIL

Kim Carpenter 		Phil Holland	
Clerk to the Council	Deputy Clerk

Tel. Parish Office: 01594 564484 (9.00am – 1.00pm)
Email: admin@westdeanpc.org.uk
Web site: www.westdeanpc.org.uk

Parish Office
West Dean Centre
High Street
Bream
Glos.
GL15 6JW




 Meeting Date: 	29th June 2022 Location: Pillowell Village Hall

Present: Cllrs B Evans, S Francis, P Dunford, S Yeates, J Richmond, M Costley, F McGuinness, S Dunford, A Bruce, S Crick with B Gayler arriving at 8pm.			

	AGENDA No
	ITEM/NOTES
	ACTION

	
	Public Forum – opened at 19:05

A member of the public attended the meeting to discuss the grant application process and the perceived ambiguity in some sections of the application form after being unsuccessful in a community grant application.

This aspect of the concerns raised will be discussed and any amendments required will be actioned via the Governance & Scrutiny Committee.

The member of the public also raised concerns about grants being awarded to groups that were leasing land from Forestry England (FE), who as the landowner has a duty of care to maintain the land and any fencing.  The renting policy on the Forestry England website confirms this which has meant that funding opportunities were taken from other groups.

This aspect of the concerns raised will be checked and validated by WDPC Clerks by comparing this information with copies of current licence agreements held by WDPC with FE. – See Appendix A for licence covenants identified.

Cllr Crick thanked the member of the public for their comprehensive assessment of the process and the identification of concerns that needed further clarification and amendment if required.  There was some further discussion about the application process and vigilance taken during discussion of grant applications at committee to ensure due diligence is taken in allocating funds.  The final decision for all grant awards is made by full council, this is based on the recommendations from the finance & staffing committee, there are occasions where during the debate that award allocation are amended, has happened with two of the embryonic groups that applied during the Spring Grant Award round recently awarded.

Cllr Crick asked about funding for traffic initiatives, based on the information contained within County Cllrs report.  Cllr Richmond has yet to follow up on this information.

The public forum closed at 19:30
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	22061
	COUNCIL FORMAL BUSINESS

	

	22061.1
	Apologies
Apologies were received from Cllrs J Dale, A Grant, and A Moore.

County Cllr B Hoyland also tendered her apologises.

	

	22061.2
	Declarations of Interest

There was no declaration of interests given for the meeting.

	

	22061.3
	Minutes of the previous meeting.

The minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 25th May 2022 were agreed by resolution of Council to be an accurate record of the meeting.

	

	22062
	ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISION

	

	22062.2

22062.2i)


22062.2ii)






22062.2iii)











22062.2iv)






22062.2v)





22062.2vi)









22062.2vii)




22062.2viii)



22062.2ix)



22062.2x)
	Finance & Staffing

Council agreed by resolution to the June 2022 payment schedule, DD’s. SO’s and credit card transaction totalling £27334.93.

To appoint two councillors as signatories for the June 2022 electronic payments.  

Cllrs P Dunford and S Crick were appointed to authorise the June 2022 electronic payments for West Dean Parish Council and the West Dean Centre.

To receive a report from Cllr Bruce and Grant that the May 2022 financial inspection of the WDPC and WDC accounts has been satisfactorily conducted.  

Cllr Bruce gave brief report to Council that the financial checks were undertaken on Friday 24th June 2022 with Cllr Grant.  Cllr Bruce advised the meeting that all invoices and receipts were thoroughly checked and found to be in good order.  Cllr Bruce also note the work done by the Clerk to pull this into a good place from which to build, this had been a steep learning curve and due credit should be noted for this work.

To receive reports that bank reconciliations for WDPC and WDC had been reviewed and signed as accurate.

Cllr Bruce confirmed that the bank reconciliations for both WDPC and WDC were checked and signed as part of the financial inspection for May 2022.

To appoint two councillors to conduct the June 2022 financial inspections of the WDPC and WDC accounts.

Council appoints Cllrs F McGuinness and B Evans to undertake the June financial inspection.

To receive, monitor and note the budget spreadsheets for 2022/23 for WDPC and WDC.

These were noted by Council and Cllr Crick asked about any potential shortfall and whether the budget was on track.  The Clerk advised that some expenditure had been anticipated in the previous year which had fallen into this current yearly spend which had an impact on the budget.  This would be monitored on an ongoing basis and action taken to redress this when required.

Council to note and approve the Annual Governance Statement for 2021/22.  

This was noted and agreed by resolution of the Council.

Council to note and approve the Accounting Statement for 2021/22.

This was noted and agreed by resolution of the Council.

Council to note the accounts are yet unaudited.

This was noted by Council.

Council to note the commencement of the exercise of right from 1st July to 5th August 2022.

This was noted and agreed by resolution of the Council.

	



	22062.3






22062.3i)




	Highways & Footpaths 

To receive and note the minutes of the Highways & Footpaths Committee meeting held on 21st June 2022.

The minutes were noted and agreed by resolution of the Council.

To consider the motion proposed by Cllr Richmond for the purchase of an additional vehicle activated sign, the installation of two additional poles at Grove Rd, Berry Hill, and New Rd, Whitecroft for its placement and the purchase of additional speed surveys at Ellwood, Parkend Rd, Bream & Parkend Rd, Yorkley.

There was considerable debate on this motion and a detailed analysis of the proposed spend against the available budget.  There was much discussion on the importance of the various elements, and which were the highest priority when comparing the proposed spend against the available budget.  As well as anecdotal accounts of the improvements in speed reduction at the locations since the VAS were installed.

There was also some discussion around the identification and requests for speed survey data, as there had been an increasing demand for this from residents since the VAS were installed by the parish from residents.  There is a need to collate a database of these requests to analysis the issues being raised to identify the survey areas.  Cllr Richmond added that for areas near schools and high traffic volumes the burden of proof was reduced for the installation of some traffic calming measures.  He also added that the police were proactive in assisting in the development of speed watch areas, training of residents in using a speed gun and would undertake traffic surveys.

Cllr Gayler joined the meeting at 20.00.

Cllr Richmond proposed an amended motion which requested the retro fitting of solar panels to an existing VAS, the installation of poles in Whitecroft and Berry Hill, if not one already available, and the commissioning of an additional 5 speed surveys, locations to be finalised.

This motion was seconded by Cllr Evans and agreed by resolution of the Council.
 
Cllr Richmond also wanted it noted that PCSO Chloe Ambury had produced police data for all areas of the parish, which has been shared with all councillors.  The Deputy Clerk has written a thanks you letter to PCSO Ambury with Cllr Richmond also writing to the Chief Officer to commend her efforts.  

	



	22063
	ITEMS FOR INFORMATION – COUNCILLORS TO RECEIVE & NOTE

	

	22063.1
	Forest Edge South NDP

In addition to the update presented with the agenda, Cllr S Dunford advised the Council that they were working to identify the public green spaces, but the authorisation process required an 8-page pro-forma to be completed for each area.

They were also working to finalise the inclusion of non-designated heritage assets and were identifying additional buildings for inclusion as well as anything identified on the 1834 map also being included as a non-designated heritage asset.

	

	22063.2

	Planning

To receive and note the minutes of the planning committee held on the 7th and 21st June 2022.

Cllr P Dunford gave a brief report to Council of the meetings and proposed that the minutes be approved on bloc.  This was seconded by Cllr McGuinness and agreed by resolution of the Council.

A discussion then followed about the further concerns and issues surrounding the Clearwell Farm planning application, appeal and subsequent conditions placed on this application by the planning inspector.  WDPC has been instrumental in its support to Newland Parish Council on this application with frequent feedback being provided to the FODDC planning officers in response to applications to discharge the conditions.  Cllr P Dunford commended Cllr Evans on his commitment and efforts in responding to FODDC on the discharge of Condition 12, this was resolved by Council.

There was a wider discussion about the impacts of nitrite and silt pollution of the Wye and the brooks that feed into this river system.  There is considerable awareness of these issues in the public domain and the need for all parishes to be involved in this issue.  

Cllr P Dunford asked that this issue of intensive farming to taken to the Climate & Biodiversity Committee for further discussion and debate on how this can be progressed. 

This to be discussed with Chair of committee and added to the agenda for the 14th of July meeting.

Cllr Costley advised the meeting that his area of expertise was water monitoring and the company he worked for a solar powered instrument, EA approved, that could monitor NO2 concentrations, and they were looking for case studies to test and establish their product.

Cllr Bruce proposed that Cllr Costley approach his company to use brooks in Clearwell as a case study, this was seconded by Cllr S Dunford and agreed by resolution of the Council.

Cllr Evans also provided additional information about research into increased silt at Bigwell Trout fishery at Redbook and the impact this was having on fish mortality.

Cllr Yeates also spoke briefly about the response from the Conservation Consultant at FODDC about 32 & 34 Marians Walk and these being identified as non-designated heritage assets.

Cllr S Dunford also mentioned the enforcement action which would be taken at Lion Row, Parkend as the development was in breach of several conditions.  These conditions relate to a wildlife corridor, houses being occupied before the development is complete and a cattle grid not being installed with electronic gates being requested in its place.
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	22063.3
	Climate & Biodiversity

Cllr Bruce gave a brief account of the meeting but one of the key outcomes was the purchase of reference books, adult, and children, for the library which will be added to the main Gloucestershire Library system.

There is also further work being done on seeking the legal implications of COP26 for WDPC and the Forest, more information will be shared on this as it becomes available.

Cllr S Dunford asked about the progress of the proposed Climate Conversation/Citizens Panel with Forestry England being invited to speak.

	

	22063.4
	West Dean Centre

Cllr McGuiness gave a brief account of the meeting that was attended by representatives of user’s groups and councillors.  A member of the public was also in attendance to discuss the increasing incidents of footballs being kicked over fences into neighbouring gardens.  They were assured that options to prevent this would be considered and they would be advised.

Cllr Evans raised a previous discussion about the provision of activities for young people, there had been some initial discussion about this being sourced through the Dean Field Studies Centre and this needed to be chased with Cllr Grant.  There are also other local providers which could assist in this ambition but as Cllr Bruce added there is a need to think of other communities and be open to more than just Bream.  This prompted a wider discussion about youth provision and the initiative that WDPC had been involved under FVAF.  

There is a need to check the status of this provision with FVAF.

	

















CLERK

	22063.5
	Chairs Items

The Chair had no items to bring to Council but allowed Cllr Richmond to discuss a request from Berry Hill Community Orchard to pay and invoice on their behalf and they pay the invoice excluding VAT to the parish.  There was a discussion about VAT rules and how this could appear to not be following due process.  Cllr McGuinness did add that during the initiation of the orchard the parish were buying items but subsequently its involvement with the community orchard had diminished.

Cllr Richmond will advise the Community Orchard of this position and suggest that they contact FE to explore any options with them.  He would also advise them of the potential for grant award during August/September 2022.

	

	22063.6
	Clerks Report

Cllr Oliver left the meeting at 21.25

The clerk’s report was briefly discussed with the following actions being agreed by resolution of the Council:
· Land at Marians Walk – discussions to be held with Mr Hughes about options for this land to be managed by the parish as a community resource via a long lease or purchase.
· Yorkley Court Solar Farm Community Fund was briefly discussed as clarification and information was being sought from the Section 106 Officer regarding the administration.  Cllr Richmond wondered if there was any S106 monies from the Marians Walk development that could be used to support road safety activities.  Cllr P Dunford asked for this to be included on the planning committee agenda for Tuesday 5th July 2022.
· Cllr P Dunford wanted it noted the work undertaken by the Clerk to submit the EOI to the Shared Prosperity Fund at FODDC.
· Cllr Richmond called a point of order to extend the meeting by 30 minutes under standing orders.  This was agreed by resolution of the Council
· Yorkley Community Centre – discussions to be held with YCC to understand the scope and implications of the proposed SLA prior to a report being prepared for Council to debate and resolve. 

	













CLERK

	22063.7
	Deputy Clerks Report

The Deputy Clerk’s report was briefly discussed with the following actions being agreed by resolution of the Council:
· Tenders will be sought for the clearance of moss from the WDC roof, without the use of biocides.
· The Defib for Edge End would be match funded by the parish council, as it has done for other areas and will continue to do.

	

	22063.8 
	Public Forum Follow-up

A period set aside for comments or remarks from the public gallery.

There was no public follow-up session at the end of the meeting.








	

	4
	Forthcoming Meeting Timetable –

	



	Day
	Date
	Time 
	Committee
	Location

	Jul-22

	Tues
	5th July 2022
	5.30pm
	Planning Committee
	West Dean Centre

	Thurs
	14th July 2022
	7.00pm
	Climate & Biodiversity Committee
	West Dean Centre

	Tues
	19th July 2022
	11.00am
	Governance & Scrutiny Committee
	West Dean Centre

	Tues
	19th July 2022
	5.30pm
	Planning Committee
	West Dean Centre

	Weds
	27th July 2022
	7.00pm
	Full Council
	Berry Hill Memorial Hut

	
	
	
	
	

	Aug-22

	Tues
	2nd August 2022
	5.30pm
	Planning Committee
	West Dean Centre

	Thurs
	11th August 2022
	7.00pm
	Climate & Biodiversity Committee
	West Dean Centre

	Tues
	16th August 2022
	3.00pm
	Highways & Footpaths Committee
	West Dean Centre

	Tues
	16th August 2022
	5.30pm
	Planning Committee
	West Dean Centre

	Tues
	16th August 2022
	7.00pm
	West Dean Centre Management Committee
	West Dean Centre

	Weds
	31st August 2022
	7.00pm
	Full Council
	West Dean Centre
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