DEAN FOREST GREENWAY
Notes of Steering Group meeting  by Zoom, Thursday 14th January 2021
Planning Application P1895/20/FUL
Present:
Cycleroutes & Greenways
J Grimshaw, C Levett (CL), J Linden (JL)
West Dean Parish Council
P Dunford (PD) (Chair), D Kent (DK) (Notes)
Lydney Town Council
S Stockham (SS), R Kemsley (RK), J Greenwood, A Preest (AP) (also Gloucestershire County Council and Forest of Dean District Council)
Forestry England
K Thoday (KT)
Gloucestershire County Council (Highways)
B Watkins (BW)
Pedalthatbike
P Andrews (PA)
West Dean Community
S Freeman (SF) , E Highfield (EH)
Dean Forest Railway
W Barnett (WB)

Because most of the items in the published agenda were covered in the report by J Grimshaw, these notes are presented in the order discussed at the meeting
Notes
The report was presented, leading to the following observations:
The objections submitted to FODDC in respect of the planning application would be considered and appropriate action would be undertaken. The objections were not believed to represent a threat to the project.
A slight deviation to the right of way at Fountain Way, Parkend (not part of the track) would provide reassurance to local residents.
The position at Norchard was more difficult to resolve. An alternative route was under consideration, but the public footpath, which was originally planned to be part of the track, would remain.
It was agreed that all objections (except those relating to ecological matters) would be addressed by J Grimshaw, CL and JL.
Concern was expressed about a sustainability report (I fail to see that this is a sustainability report as it does not consider those aspects of reducing car travel, increasing fitness, and local accessibility – all of which are positives. It only considers ecology and even there makes no attempt to put our works in perspective for the mostly low impact that they are.  JG and CL raised their real concerns over this matter in that this complex project requires a joint and collaborative approach by all parties concerned), produced by FODDC. DK would take this matter up with Tony Pope and Alastair Chapman.
Action: DK called T Pope and awaits response from Alastair Chapman
In view of the danger that the planning application could be determined before some objections had been addressed and all reports received, it was agreed that the planning application would be withdrawn and resubmitted when these actions had been completed, in the second half of 2021.
Action: DK has instructed Tony Pope to withdraw the application, advising him that it would be resubmitted later in the year.
J Grimshaw advised that the resubmitted application would contain the additional drawings and present any revised route to be negotiated with the Lydney Park Estate for the link to Norchard Station 
Following a query from SS, the reasons for the track taking a line to the west of the B4234 were explained. 
The absence of a social media and other online presence for information on the project to be made available was noted. DK advised that the Parish Council was considering this matter.
Action: The domain name deanforestgreenway.org.uk has been registered. A request for the development of a web site and social media presence would be considered at the WDPC meeting on 27th January 2021.

Funding 
Action: DK reminded FODDC about the request for the funding of £55k for which a bid had been made. He also can advise that there is a WDPC allocation of £10k in the 2021-22 budget, and that there are funds still available in the 2020-21 budget.
AP advised that following the loss of the £1.5m from the Government (NB not GCC) Emergency Active Travel Fund, upon which this project was relying, application should be made to the Local Economic Partnership (LEP) for funding. DK to work with AP to take this forward.
Do we have confirmation of funds from Lydney?
Action: DK in communication with AP to resolve. An economic case for the funding would be required.
Crowd funding to be considered.

Highways Issues
Land ownership issues are believed to have been resolved, but road crossing issues remain. Consideration would be given to taking the road crossing at Whitecroft out of the plan, so that the southern stretch of the track would terminate by the Miners Inn, while the northern stretch would start at the northern side of the road crossing. We cannot allow this as it would be irresponsible to advertise the whole path as a safe route but then leave the public to fend for themselves at this crossing of the main road. We have to work with Highways to come up with a sympathetic arrangement.
The crossing on the open area on New Road (B4234) just north of Whitecroft was considered to be uncontentious. 
The crossing at Forest Road, Lydney, would be the most problematic. Even if a 20mph speed limit was imposed on the road at that point, it would probably still require some further physical controls.
It was agreed that a speed survey of the area would be useful.
Action: DK has arranged with WDPC Councillor Jim Richmond, who is the Parish Council’s lead on road safety, to provide a speed survey at the site, after consultation with GCC Highway engineers.
It was noted that GCC appeared to be acting as a contractor for the project team in respect of this project. It was believed that for such an important strategic project, GCC should be working as an active partner, to facilitate its development. Dave, I don’t understand this point. Greenways will support this project as far as you think useful and as far as we are able. If that means organising the construction we can do this but always in the context of our being part of the project team.
Actions: AP/DK to pursue.
DK also to take up the matter of joint collaboration with GCC.

Summer Working Parties
It was agreed that the short term withdrawal of that planning application should not preclude summer work to undertake such essential tasks as ground clearance, which would also give the project a continuing profile in the area. We could also do all the fencing along the route, particularly on the railway land as this would not require planning. I will work up an estimate of costs of materials to make for a worthwhile project in September. It has to be at this time so as to be after bird nesting.

Landowners
A summary of progress with these landowners:
Forestry England: a licence is required. Communications to be resumed. 
Action: DK contacted Lewis James, Area Land Agent, to seek opening lines of communication

Dean Forest Railway: Lines of communication to be opened post-Covid
Lydney Park Estate: Awaiting planning consent; permission to survey granted
GCC: In progress
SWM: Supportive
Preece family: Agreed terms

Partnerships
This matter needs addressing, but it is not possible to set up any agreements during the Covid emergency. This will require the input of local people, and preliminary calls to likely sponsors may be considered.
Paralympian Andy Lewis to be involved in the project 

Publicity
In hand

Next Meeting
By Zoom, 2.00pm, Thursday 11th February 2021.

    

