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Meeting Date: 31st March 2021	Location: Video Conference		
Present: 
WDPC COUNCILLORS: S Crick (SC) (Chair), A Moore (AM), P Dunford (PD), B Evans (BE), S Yeates (SY), A Bruce (AB), A Sumners (AS), B Gayler (BG), S Francis (SF), M Costley (MC), J Richmond (JR) and J Dale (JD). 
Members of the Public B Freshwater, S Dunford, K Carpenter-Richards and E Highfield
D Kent (Clerk) and C Hooper (Deputy Clerk) were in attendance

PUBLIC FORUM
E Highfield reported on the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) web site, and its link to the Dean Forest Greenway project web site. She advised that a meeting with the BBC in respect of the closure of Yorkley Road Parkend at the level crossing had been useful, but she still believed that roads should not be closed for filming purposes.
B Freshwater requested action to protect the right of way at the rear of  Crossing Cottage, Whitecroft. It was agreed that this would be an agenda item at the next Council meeting. The Clerk would register the track as a right of way under the national footpath registration scheme.
He also requested that a link to Brockhollands is included in the Dean Forest Greenway. He was advised that this could not be included in the plans for the track at this stage, but it could be considered later. 
S Dunford made a statement in support of his application to be considered for co-option as a parish councillor to fill the Pillowell ward vacancy.
K Carpenter-Richards was introduced as having been offered the post of Deputy Clerk to Council
The Clerk would circulate the report that County Councillor R Boyles had issued. 
  
COUNCIL FORMAL BUSINESS
1.1 Apologies were received from:
D Oliver and A Grant (WDPC) 

1.2 Declarations of Interest
AS and AM declared that they were acting as election agent in the forthcoming County Council elections. 

1.3 Appointment of Co-opted Member for the Pillowell Ward
S Dunford was appointed unanimously as co-opted councillor for the Pillowell ward

1.4 Minutes of the Previous Meeting – The minutes of the extraordinary meeting of 24th February 2021 were accepted as a true record.
It was noted that the maintenance of Council’s web site would be an agenda item at the next Council meeting.

2. Items for discussion and decision
673
2.1 Corona Virus Emergency
Parish Council meetings.
CH announced that the remote meeting  (hybrid) technology had been installed, and was available for council meetings, when safe and legal, after 17th May 2021.
It was noted that the equipment was static, and could not therefore be transferred to another location.
It was hoped that Council’s visits to venues around the parish council area foe Council meetings would be possible in the summer.
2.2 Finance & Staffing
i) The electronic payments for March 2021, as presented to the meeting, were approved..
ii) PD and JD were appointed to provide the electronic authorisations for the March 2021 bank payments. 
Post meeting note: as JD is not authorised to make bank payments, JR was subsequently requested to make these payments.
iii) It was noted that AB and SF had conducted a satisfactory financial inspection of documents and bank statements to February 2021 by remote technology. The April financial inspection would be conducted by SF and SD, which would bring the process up to date.
iv) The appointment of the new Deputy Clerk was noted. The terms and conditions of the appointment were still to be resolved. 
v) The Clerk’s annual increment was approved. 

2.3 Climate Emergency/Village Veg
AM submitted a report on Carbon Literacy training for Councillors, who would be invited to attend.

2.4 Newsletter
Progress was noted. 
It was agreed that the offer by the Guides to distribute the newsletter would be accepted, but that pre-existing arrangements in Sling, Yorkley and Parkend would be honoured.
The feature on Bream businesses would be retained for the next meeting.

2.5 Speed Management
JR provided an oral report.
The 5 locations identified for VAS (Vehicle Activated Sign) installations had been submitted tb GCC Highways and a response was awaited.
As Council has already approved the procurement of these devices, the order could now be placed.
In respect of police speed surveys, it is more expedient to pay Highways Gloucestershire to carry these out, the old pin factory site (Whitecroft) and Grove Road (Berry Hill) had been identified as priority sites for these surveys.
Local groups, trained by the local Police can be trained to use Handheld Devices costing about £300.  The Clerk to contact PS Mark Burns for further information."

2.6 Road Closure at Parkend
This matter had been discussed at the Public Forum above.

2.7 Deputy Clerk Request for repairs to a fence at the West Dean Centre
It was agreed that necessary repairs to a fence to enable to the play park to re-open would be commissioned, as a variation on a current contract.

2.8 Pillowell Recreation Trust
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In respect of the request for Council to support the proposed reconstitution of the legal status of the Pillowell Recreation Trust it was resolved:
That WDPC would support the Pillowell War MeCharity’s request to the Charity Commission to amend its Governing Document (the Scheme of 1927) as follows:
A) to remove the clause relating to the annual appointment of ‘Representative Trustees’ by external Appointing Bodies
B) to increase the number of ‘Cooptative Trustees’ permitted


2.9 Land at Marians Walk, Berry Hill
It was agreed that the Clerk would pursue the possibility of procuring the vacant site adjoining the area for which planning application for housing had been submitted as a recreation site.

2.10 Chair’s Report.
SC gave his thanks to Councillors and Clerks for their support and gave his commitment to diversity and respect. He would encourage Council participation in community events.
PD and BE gave statements on the Planning Committee decision in respect of Bream Cricket Club. 
SF was confirmed as Chair of the Governance Committee.

3.1 Neighbourhood Development Plan
A report was presented by SD.

3.2 Dean Forest Greenway
A budget of £5,000 was allocated to the project for necessary bat surveys.

3.3 Gentian Awards
The Clerk presented a report.

3.4 Clerk’s Report
The Clerk’s report was presented.

3.5 Deputy Clerk Report
The Deputy Clerk’s report was presented. Thanks were offered to him for his work in developing the play park at Crow Ash, Berry Hill and the Five Acres sports field, and also for providing ecologically-friendly power supply for the West Dean Centre.

The meeting closed at 9.14 pm.

The next meeting would be held under Council protocols, at 7.00 pm, Wednesday 28th April 2021. 
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