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Meeting Date: 24th February 2021	Location: Video Conference		
Present: 
WDPC COUNCILLORS: A Grant (AG) (Acting Chair), A Moore (AM), P Dunford (PD), B Evans (BE), S Yeates (SY), A Bruce (AB), A Sumners (AS), B Gayler (BG), S Francis (SF), D Oliver (DO), M Costley (MC), J Richmond (JR) and J Dale (JD). 
Members of the Public B Freshwater, E Highfield and S Freeman
D Kent (Clerk) and C Hooper (Deputy Clerk) were in attendance

PUBLIC FORUM
B Freshwater raised issues in respect of i) a right of way at Crossing Cottage, Whitecroft, ii) a possible link from the proposed Dean Forest Greenway to Brockhollands, and iii) clarification of what must be included in the register of members’ interests.
E Highfield requested that the Council provide technical links between its web site and social media presence with the information systems developed for the NDP and Parkend and Yorkley sites. This issue would be considered in agenda item 3.1 below. She also requested that Yorkley Road, Parkend, be added to the schedule of sites considered for VAS devices in item 2.5 of the agenda below. She noted the dementia friendly works to be installed at the West Dean Centre.
S Freeman requested clarification of an assertion made at the previous meeting that an unauthorised payment had been made by the Parish Council. No evidence had been offered for any such assertion, and the matter was not pursued.
  
COUNCIL FORMAL BUSINESS
1.1 Election of Chair
S Crick was elected as Chair by 8 votes to 3. As he was not present at the meeting A Grant, who would continue as Deputy Chair, continued to chair the meeting.

1.2 Apologies were received from:
SC and SY (WDPC) and R Boyles (GCC)

1.3 Declarations of Interest
None received

1.4 Minutes of the Previous Meeting – The minutes of the extraordinary meeting of 17th February 2021 were accepted as a true record, with the omission of the apologies from DO to be corrected, to be signed by the Chair as soon as is feasible.
Advice would be offered to Councillors on their obligations in declaring interests.

1.5 Council Meetings in the Current Emergency period.
It was noted that those attending virtual council meetings should mute their microphones when not speaking, to eliminate extraneous noise.
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1.6   Co-option of Councillor
It was agreed that as no valid request for a ballot had been received within the statutory period of notice, Council would appoint a councillor by co-option. Council’s customary process of co-option would be followed, with a published notice inviting applications with a CV and candidates invited to attend the following meeting to present their application. The notice would also be submitted to Dean Forest Radio for broadcasting. 

2. Items for discussion and decision
2.1 Corona Virus Emergency
No matters to report.

2.2 Finance & Staffing
The Deputy Clerk was thanked for installing a grit bin at Yorkley.
i) The electronic payments for February 2021.
ii) PD and JR were appointed to provide the electronic authorisations for February 2021 bank payments.
MC and BE would be added to the schedule of signatories to the council bank account. (Post meeting note: BE was already a signatory.)
iii) It was noted that AB and SF had conducted a financial inspection of documents and bank statements to December 2020 by remote technology. As the process was satisfactory, it was agreed that further inspections would be undertaken by AB and SF to bring the inspections up to date. 
iv) The recruitment process for the Deputy Clerk/Facilities Manager position was approved. It was agreed that the length of the probationary period would be clarified as 13 weeks. The position would be advertised on Dean Forest Radio. It was confirmed that unsuccessful candidates would be notified.
 
v) The quotations presented to council for the redecoration of the Centre and the repair of Council noticeboards were accepted. It was agreed that as 6 companies had been invited to tender and only 2 responses had been received for the work at the Centre and only one for the refurbishment of the notice boards, those applications would be considered. It was noticed that one of the tenders for works at the centre appeared to be unrealistic in view of the extent of works required, that application would not be considered. It was agreed that the remaining quotations would be accepted, and a covering note explaining the reasons for the acceptance of these two tenders would be produced and retained.   

2.3 Climate Emergency/Village Veg
It was agreed that AM would draw up terms of reference for a Council Climate Emergency Committee to be considered at the following meeting.
i) It was noted that Carbon Literacy training was available for district councillors on 19th March 2021.
Training for parish councillors and NDP members would subsequently be available. 
At this point AM declared an interest in that his wife is business manager for the Council for Sustainable Energy, which provides relevant training and information.
ii) JD advised that the District Town and Parish Council Forest Climate Group was open to all councillors, and offered ideas and support. The Clerk would be provided with an invitation document to circulate to councillors.
iii) AB advised of the Greening campaign for village based initiatives. Information would be circulated to all councillors, and support for this initiative would be requested at the next Council meeting. The Clerk and AB would coordinate this process.    

670
2.4 Newsletter
Progress was noted. 
It was agreed that the offer by the Guides to distribute the newsletter would be accepted, but that pre-existing arrangements in Sling, Yorkley and Parkend would be honoured.


2.5 Speed Management
The meeting the following day with GCC Highways and the local PCSO was noted.
It was agreed that £4,000 would be allocated for speed detecting devices to be deployed at the 5 critical sites identified by County Council surveys. The Deputy Clerk was commended for his work in securing a grant of £1,000 for this project from the County Police and Crime Commissioner’s fund.
An additional £300 was voted to conduct a further survey to identify a possible 6th site, following the deployment and use of the speed detecting devices commissioned as above. 

2.6 Deputy Clerk’s Project Report
This matter was covered in item 2.2 v) above

2.7 Chair’s Item
The request for the Council’s web site to be connected to the NDP and local village sites was approved.

3.1 Neighbourhood Development Plan
A report was presented. The web site and social media issues had been considered in item 2.7 above.

3.2 Dean Forest Greenway
PD presented a report. A meeting had been held with FODDC Planners and the Wessex Ecological Consultancy in respect of ecological and route planning. It was noted that considerably more comments supporting the project than those objecting had been received for the original planning application, which had been withdrawn pending resubmission during the summer with appropriate ecological reports and some adjustment to the proposed route. 

3.3 Gentian Awards
The Clerk reported that the grant awards offered by Gentian Developments had been advertised. Council would oversee the award process, which would disburse £10,000 to beneficiaries in Bream according to rules drawn up by local councillors with Gentian Developments.

3.4 Public Rights of Way
The official notice that public rights of way that were not claimed by 2026 could be lost. It was agreed that if possible a Parish Council Committee to consider Footpath issues would be set up, and Councillors invited to participate. 
The work already carried out by SY in identifying ancient rights of way had been noted, and his expertise could be of use in completing the Parish schedule of rights of way to be preserved. The local County Council Public Rights of way officer and the Ramblers would be consulted.
This matter would become a permanent item on the Council agenda.

At this point it was agreed that the meeting should be extended by 30 minutes

3.5 National Census
Noted
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3.6 Clerk’s Report
The Clerk proposed that, with the increase in the volume of matters to be considered at the full Council meeting, committees be restored to consider some Council issues, with possible delegated powers.
The Amenities and Governance Committees had not met for some years, and the West Dean Centre Committee had not met during the current Coronavirus emergency.
It was agreed that these committees should be revived, with terms of reference to be drawn up.
It was agreed that SF would chair the Governance Committee, which would review on a regular basis Council policies. AS would take part in this committee. 
JD and MC would take part in the Amenities Committee, with the Chair to be nominated. 
The requirement for a Footpaths Committee had been identified in agenda item 3.4 above.
It was noted that BG was the chair of the West Dean Centre committee.
It was noted that all WDPC councillors were de facto members of all Parish Council committees

3.7 Deputy Clerk Report
The Deputy Clerk advised that he would be sending out invitations to a forthcoming WDC Management Committee to all councillors.
It was agreed that The Deputy Clerk under delegated powers should switch to a contract for an ecologically friendly power supply for the West Dean Centre at an increased cost to the Council of £300.

The meeting closed at 9.49 pm.

The next meeting would be held under agreed Council protocols, at 7.00 pm, Wednesday 31st March 2021. 
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